NUISANCE TREES
This fact sheet is for informational purposes only and is not legally binding.

Tensions mount when a boundary tree becomes a nuisance to a neighbor
on one side of the boundary and not the other. The best advice is to try to
work out the problem in a neighborly way. This fact sheet answers some of
the most common questions about trees that have become a nuisance,
based on the laws in Minnesota.
WHAT IS A NUISANCE TREE?
Anything which is an obstruction to the free use of property, so as to
interfere with the comfortable enjoyment of life or property (i.e., branches
from your neighbor’s tree rubbing against your roof or roots that push up
your sidewalk, etc.).
WHAT IS A BOUNDARY TREE?
For most purposes, a boundary tree is one that is either planted on the
property line between two lots or a tree whose branches, trunk, or roots
have crossed a property line.
WHO OWNS A BOUNDARY TREE?
Generally, the location of the trunk determines who owns the tree. A tree
trunk that stands solely in your yard is your tree. As the owner, you can
decide to cut your tree down, even if your neighbor protests its removal.
TIP: If you co‐own a boundary line tree with your neighbor, you cannot cut
the tree down without your neighbor’s consent, and vice‐versa. You and
your neighbor share the tree‐care expenses and responsibilities equally.
HOW DO I LOCATE MY PROPERTY LINES?
Although the city can assist by providing a certificate of survey (if one is available at city hall), we do not provide
surveying services to find property lines. You can try looking for surveyor stakes (irons) buried within the ground using a
metal detector. TIP: Talk to your neighbor if you have any doubts about the location of property lines.
WHAT CAN I DO IF THE ROOTS OR BRANCHES FROM MY NEIGHBOR’S TREE ENCROACH INTO MY YARD?
You have the right to fix the nuisance, but there are limits. Here are some guidelines:
 Trim overhanging branches up to the property line – at your own expense.
 Trim, but don’t harm the health of the tree or destroy it. If you don’t know what will harm a tree’s health,
consult an arborist (tree expert) before cutting. Trimming at the wrong time of year can cause damage.
 Don’t trespass onto your neighbor’s property to trim a tree or shrub. And technically, that means don’t even
lean over the property line to make the pruning cut, unless you have the neighbor’s consent.
 Don’t cut down a tree whose trunk is on the property line, unless you have the express consent of the owner on
the other side of the property line.
 TIP: Chat before you chop. Even though you are not legally obligated to do so, talk to your neighbor before you
do any trimming on your neighbor’s tree. It’s the neighborly thing to do!
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WHAT ARE THE CONSEQUENCES OF TRESPASSING TO CUT DOWN MY NEIGHBOR’S TREE?
Cutting down a neighbor’s tree without permission is trespassing and carries a stiff penalty. In Minnesota, whoever
intentionally cuts down a tree without the owner’s permission can be assessed three times the amount of monetary loss
suffered by the tree owner.
WHAT CAN I DO ABOUT LEAVES, TWIGS, SAP, FRUIT, OR OTHER DEBRIS FROM MY NEIGHBOR’S TREE?
Leaves, twigs, sap acorns, etc. are naturally occurring tree debris and do not generally constitute a nuisance. There are
no court cases in Minnesota that directly deal with this issue. Going to court to have a neighbor ordered to pick up fallen
debris is not practical or economical.
WHO OWNS FRUIT ON BRANCHES OF MY NEIGHBOR’S TREE THAT HANGS OVER MY YARD?
The rule of thumb is that the fruit on the overhanging branches belongs to the tree owner. Picking the fruit may not be
so simple. Ownership of the fruit does not give your neighbor any right to trespass onto your property to pick the fruit.
The law in Minnesota on this subject I not clear‐cut. Once it has fallen, the fruit’s value diminishes. It has become, for all
practical purposes, “tree debris.” You should be able to use or dispose of the fallen fruit if your neighbor says nothing
about wanting it.
HELP! MY NEIGHBOR CUT DOWN HER TREE AND TOOK THE SHADE IN MY BACK YARD WITH IT. WHAT RECOURSE DO I
HAVE? None. If the tree trunk was in your neighbor’s yard, it’s her tree. She has the right to cut it down no matter the
reason.
HOW DO I RESOLVE A DISPUTE WITH MY NEIGHBOR ABOUT A TREE?
The best approach is to try to work out the dispute with your neighbor.
WHERE SHOULD I SEEK LEGAL HELP IF BEING NEIGHBORLY DOESN’T WORK?
The City of Vadnais Heights cannot recommend legal help. Search for resources on the internet.
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