NEWS SPRING 2017

Vadnais HEIGHTS

BUILDING ON THE TRADITION OF YESTERDAY AND THE PROMISE OF TOMORROW 1957-2017

Farmers’ Market

When
Wednesdays, June 21 - September 20, 2017
Where	North end parking lot of the Helen Houle Medical
Building near the intersection of County Road E and
Labore Road, 1155 County Road E, Vadnais Heights,
MN 55110.
Time
2-6 pm
About the Farmers’ Market
The Vadnais Heights Farmers’
Market is brought to you by The
St. Paul Growers Association. All
of the produce is grown within
50 miles of St. Paul and is sold
from the grower directly to the
customers. There are 30 selling
spaces offering a variety of vegetables, fruit, flowers, and value
added items such as jams, jellies, and bakery goods.

Taste of Vadnais

City Survey Results

In spring 2016, the City of Vadnais Heights conducted a citizen survey with 400 randomly selected residents across the
community. The survey was conducted by professional interviewers from The Morris Leatherman Company, the premier
phone surveyors in the Twin Cities metro. While bits and pieces of the survey have been highlighted at City Council
meetings and in the Vadnais Press, we wanted to take the opportunity to present a little more detail of the survey for
everyone in the community.
First off, you might be asking why only 400 surveys? Why not a 1,000? Or more? Well, 400 was the number determined to
be scientifically significant for a community our size. Any more surveys would not change the results and only add to the
cost with more phone surveys. Onto the survey results!!
The most telling and exciting detail to come from the survey was the fact that 97% of residents believe the quality of life
in our community is good or excellent. You may have heard this statistic before, but this puts us in one of the highest
satisfaction rates in the entire metro. Additionally, 92% of residents believe Vadnais Heights is headed in the right direction.
Below is what residents like the most about Vadnais:

Like Most About City

Come celebrate summer at the annual Taste of Vadnais on
Tuesday, July 18 from 5:30-8 pm. Enjoy the outdoor street fair
atmosphere with food, music, and children’s entertainment
in our Vadnais Heights City Center! The event location takes
place at the Mad Jacks Café and F & M Bank parking lots.
Parking for residents and other attendees will be in the Vadnais
Square parking lots. Enjoy food from area restaurants and live
music from Shane Martin and his band. Shane’s band features
modern country, rock, and pop music (www.shanemartin.com).
Please come and share in some fun!

Council Member
Appointment
After the first of the year,
there was a council vacancy
due to Bob Fletcher assuming
his role as Mayor. Nine
residents submitted letters of
interest regarding the open
council member position. All
applicants were interviewed
by the City Council. At the
January 18 Council Meeting
the City Council unanimously voted to appoint Greg Urban to
the Council. Urban has been a lifelong resident, ran for Mayor
and City Council in past elections, and has been a member
of the Planning Commission for 7+ years including serving as
Chair and Vice-Chair. Welcome Greg!

Morris Leatherman Company

So what are residents asking for? More fine dining restaurants, more sit down restaurants, more entertainment, and starter
homes for young families were identified. We are off to a good start with many of these wants. We have a new Punch
Pizza and Starbucks on the north end of town. Forty-Two new townhomes are being built off Edgerton and 694 for first
time homebuyers. Additionally, we have the farmers market coming back for their 2nd season, we have moved Taste of
Vadnais down to our City Center, started a movie in the park event, and we are planning to build an ice castle next winter
during Super Bowl 52! Additionally, we recently amended our city code to allow breweries and taprooms hoping to attract
one to our community.
The survey did inquire about the interest in the City implementing a fee or tax increase to dedicate specifically to ongoing
street repair or expansion of our trails system. Like most aging communities, we do not repair as much as we should
be, mostly due to cost to the taxpayer. In fact, street repair and maintenance was rated lowest of all city services in this
survey with only a 77% approval rating. Typically, streets should last about 25-30 years. Some last less, some last longer,
depending on a number of factors. In an effort to be proactive, the City wanted to gauge the community on their feelings
of a fee dedicated to streets. Below are the results:

Proactive Street Repair
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City Survey Results

Similarly, a related question was asked about sidewalk expansion.

Continued from page 1

As you can see, the community does have some interest in being proactive toward street repair and sidewalk
expansion. However, it is recognized there is certainly a portion of the community against any extra costs. The
City Council will discuss the future of street repair and trail expansion at some point; we hope the community
will attend the meetings to express their opinions.

Connected Sidewalks & Trails

95% of residents view the services as excellent or good value for the property taxes paid. Fire, police, parks, and
garbage pick-up are all highly regarded, with only street maintenance, code enforcement, animal control, and
city drinking water receiving less than 90% approval. Overall, we have high standards in the community, and
those standards are reflected in the approval ratings.
Concerning public safety, the number one complaint is speeding. This is not unusual as it’s number one in any
community. We have a very responsive sheriff’s department that will assess any speed concern, just let the
City know. The other telling factor in this discussion is nearly a quarter of the respondents believe there are no
immediate public safety concerns
In conclusion, our community is certainly considered a gem in the Twin Cities and we as City Council and
staff thank the residents for the strong support to the efforts we have taken on. We encourage everyone
visit our website to review the data and executive summary with all the details. For more information
regarding this article or on the analysis of our parks and recreation programs, future park improvements,
future communication efforts, Rush Line data, White Bear Lake Augmentation, and much more, please visit
http://www.cityvadnaisheights.com/communitysurvey.

Morris Leatherman Company

Recycling Tips and Myths
I recycle my cans, bottles, and newspapers, but what else is there to recycle?
Recycling programs have changed over the years as new technologies, growing markets and new
products made from recycled materials are developed. Some new items have been added that
you may not be aware of, including:
Paper: Mail, magazines, newspaper, boxes, and cardboard
Cartons: Milk cartons, juice boxes, and soup cartons
Plastic: Bottles, containers, cups, and jugs
Metal: Food and beverage cans
Glass: Bottles and jars
I want to recycle more, but not all my recycling can fit in one bin.
Extra containers and carts may be available by calling your recycling hauler directly.
I always forget what day is recycling day.
Recycling calendars are mailed out annually. If you did not receive one, contact the City Hall at
651-204-6000. If you miss your recycling day, you can wait until your next recycling day.
I don’t have room in my house for collecting more recyclables.
If you don’t have room to store your recyclables out of sight, consider placing a decorative basket in
places where you generate recycling, like where you read your mail or in the bathroom.
I don’t recycle my mail and other papers because I’m concerned about protecting my identity.
Mail and other papers are no safer in the trash. If you shred your paper, you can still recycle it. Place
it in a closed paper bag and label it “shredded paper.”
Recycling is too much work.
Actually, recycling is easier than it used to be. You don’t have to remove labels on cans or bottles. Plus,
a lot more material is now recyclable, including milk cartons, juice boxes, additional plastic containers,
and bottle caps. Another good tip is to place a recycling container next to your garbage can to make
recycling convenient.
There are no markets for recyclables.
New technologies, growing markets, and new products made from recycled materials are expanding
the types of things we can recycle at the curb. Recycling markets are rapidly growing in the Twin
Cities area, so the materials collected through residential curbside recycling programs are subject to
change. Stay tuned!

I don’t generate enough recycling to make a difference.
You may be surprised that even in a single person household, the amount of material that could have
been recycled can quickly add up. About 1/3 of what is thrown away could be recycled.
Recycling doesn’t make that big of an environmental difference.
Recycling doesn’t just save natural resources, it also saves energy and reduces greenhouse gas
emissions. In addition, it’s great for our economy. Minnesotans recycle over 2.3 million tons each
year. By recycling, Minnesotans:
• Save Natural Resources
		 Recycling 1 ton of paper saves 7,000 gallons of water
• Reduce Greenhouse Gases
		 Recycling in Minnesota reduces emissions equal to taking 2.3 million cars off the road
• Create Jobs
		 Over 36,000 Minnesota jobs are involved with recycling
• Generate State Revenue
		Each year, recycling generates $64 million in Minnesota tax revenue to help pay for public
services
Why recycle? It just gets thrown away anyway.
It is against state law for haulers to pick up recyclables and not recycle them. It is also against the law
for a landfill or resource recovery facility to accept a load of recyclables. Recyclables are in demand.
For more information, visit RamseyRecycles.com/AtoZ or call Ramsey County’s Recycling & Disposal
Hotline at 651-633-EASY (3279), which is answered 24/7.

From the Mayor’s Office
By Bob Fletcher
The City of Vadnais Heights is partnering with the Vadnais Heights Economic Development Corporation and Rust
Architects to build an Ice Palace in Vadnais Heights during the 2018 Super Bowl week activities. The Palace will
be the showpiece of a twelve day celebration called the Northern “Lights and Ice” Festival. It will be built near
35E and County Road E. The Palace will include an ice hotel room available for overnight stays and an interactive
ice maze for visitors to navigate. There will be spectacular light shows that will dazzle children’s imagination,
as well as sledding, skating, and other winter outdoor vehicle experiences. Please join us for one of our first
volunteer organizational meetings at the Vadnais Heights Commons on Tuesday April 4, 2017. Meetings will be
held at 3:30 and 7:00 PM. They will last about 90 minutes. We would love to have your help and ideas in making
this Vadnais Heights - Northern “Lights and Ice” Festival - a great success. Please bring your imagination! Feel
free to email me at bob.fletcher@cityvadnaisheights.com if you have questions or creative “Lights and Ice”
ideas. 
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Economic Development News
2016 was a robust year for development in Vadnais Heights and construction on the following projects
will continue into 2017:
• Gentry Academy (38,000-square-foot school to service children from 5th to 12th grade at the
Sports Center site)
• Twin Cities Orthopedics (20,000 square foot medical-office building at the Sports Center site)
• Luther White Bear Acura Subaru (50,500-square-foot building at Willow Lake Boulevard/
Highway 61)
• Liberty Village (42 townhouses and memory/assisted living facility on Edgerton Street, just
north of I-694)
Liberty Village

Upcoming projects for 2017 and beyond include:
Garceau Corner Properties Redevelopment
The City Council is negotiating an agreement with an interested developer to construct a market-rate
apartment building at the northeast quadrant of the Centerville Road/Edgerton Street intersection.
The City purchased the properties in 2015 and has obtained grant funds for clean-up and demolition
activities.
The City surveyed the community and conducted a developer’s roundtable in an effort to determine
the appropriate future use of the site. Through that process, several options surfaced for further
consideration. Ultimately, the City Council determined a market-rate apartment project was the best
use of the redevelopment site. Members of the business community also weighed-in that they would
like to see housing options that attract younger workers to live in the area. This housing option is
lacking in the community and may attract empty-nesters and residents looking to downsize, which
may free-up single-family homes for new residents.
Comprehensive Plan Update
The Metropolitan Land Planning Act requires communities in the seven-county area prepare/update
comprehensive plans every ten years. Communities within the Metropolitan Council’s jurisdiction have
until Dec. 31, 2018, to submit their updated comprehensive plans for review and approval.
The City’s Comprehensive Plan is the community’s vision of how it wants to grow and change, develop
land, redevelop older areas, ensure adequate housing, provide roads and sewers, protect natural
areas, and meet other community objectives. While the plan is required to ensure consistency with
regional policies, the City has the opportunity to embrace the planning process and create a plan that
establishes the City’s own vision for the future.
Staff and planning consultants will be managing the planning process, which will include opportunities
for community engagement and stakeholder input. The City’s website will be updated regularly with
information and updates throughout the process.

Veteran Village
•Veteran Village (single family home and twin home dedicated for disabled veterans at Arcade
Street/Garceau Lane)
•
North Star Mini Storage (62,000-square-foot storage facility with 166 units at
3880 Labore Road)

New Businesses:
Create Space is located at 1656 East County Road E and is owned by Al and Katie Cooley. Customers
can make and take their own custom wood projects, including classes to stain, assemble, and paint
their projects. They provide all the materials and offer group rates for corporate parties, employee
socials, and team building events. Contact them at info@createspace.com or 651-321-3491.
If you know of a new business in the community, please let us know!

Area Businesses And School District
Honored At 2016 VHEDC Dinner
A sold-out audience of over 300 business and community leaders filled the Vadnais Heights Commons November 1, 2016 to celebrate
the year and honor three Awards’ recipients. Ling Becker, VHEDC Executive Director, says, “Our businesses are investing locally; they not
only care about their own bottom lines and profits, but they also care about the success of other businesses in the area. This connectivity,
this energy, of businesses with the community and with other area partners drives everyone toward success.”
H.B. Fuller – Recipient of Keith Warner Standards of Excellence Award, which recognizes business success, philanthropy and
community service. H.B. Fuller, headquartered in Vadnais Heights for more than 30 years, is a leading global adhesives provider focusing
on perfecting adhesives, sealants and other specialty chemical products to improve products and lives. President and CEO Jim Owens
says, “Each year, H.B. Fuller employees are encouraged to participate in a Make a Difference campaign locally. We support our middle
schools with STEM-focused grants, and in 2016, we were pleased to support local nonprofits: Merrick, Inc. and the White Bear Lake
Emergency Food Shelf.”
The Urgency Room (UR) – Recipient of Business Excellence Award: UR is staffed with Emergency Physicians Professional Association’s
(EPPA) board-certified physicians and clinicians and specializes in the treatment of serious illnesses and injuries in adults, children, and
infants. Open from 8 am to 10 pm, 365 days a year, UR offers low wait times and a cost that is more affordable than a similar visit to a
hospital ER. Carolyn McClain, MD, Medical Director of The Urgency Room, says, “At The Urgency Room we’re focused on meeting the
needs of the communities we serve, and the award gives us confidence that we are providing service our patients desire… right here in
their neighborhood.”
Du Fresne Manufacturing and White Bear Lake Area Schools (WBLAS) – Recipients of the Partnership Award: The collaboration,
nearly a decade, between Du Fresne, a precision sheet metal design, production and assembly company, and WBLAS strives to create a
skilled workforce that can meet the needs of local employers. “Du Fresne was our first community partner,” says WBLAS Superintendent
Michael Lovett. “They invited us to the plant and to the facility. They helped us see the possibilities partnering with the high school and
partnering with the community to create opportunities for students.” Jim Stephan of Du Fresne, and business advisor for the high school
job-shadowing program, says, “Our relationship with White Bear Lake Schools is a true partnership. Both parties are deeply invested
in creating and supporting education in manufacturing and developing students for lifelong careers after graduation. Together, we’re
changing the way education and industry support our community for years to come by creating an unstoppable initiative for area youth.”

THE CITY OF VADNAIS HEIGHTS SPRING 2017 NEWSLETTER

Carolyn McClain, MD, Medical Director of The Urgency Room
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PARKS & RECREATION – Spring 2017
SIGN UP NOW

WEATHER HOTLINE

First-come, first-served!

For information about outdoor program cancellations due to inclement weather,
call 651-204-6002.

REGISTER ONLINE!

Conveniently register online at www.cityvadnaisheights.com. Click Recreation,
then click on the activity that interests you and follow the prompts. No fee to
register online.

FINANCIAL AID

We offer financial aid to qualifying residents. Please call 651-204-6060 for more
information.

ACCESSIBILITY

Our goal is to make it possible for everyone, including people with disabilities,
to take advantage of parks and recreation programs and services. Our staff and
volunteers will work with individuals and groups to accommodate persons with
special needs. Please call 651-204-6060 with any questions or requests.

FACEBOOK

	For Parks and Recreation updates, find the City of Vadnais Heights
on Facebook! www.facebook.com/cityVH

IT PAYS TO BE A VOLUNTEER COACH

We waive participant fees when a parent or guardian volunteers as a coach in
youth sport league programs.

WORK FOR PARKS & RECREATION

Apply to be a Summer Playground Staff person or Tennis Instructor. Call Brigid
Nault at 651-204-6060 or contact City Hall for an application.

LOCATIONS FOR PROGRAMS/EVENTS:
City Hall
Community Park
Berwood Park
Kohler Meadows Park
Lily Pond Park
Westfield Park
Vadnais Heights Commons
Vadnais Heights Elementary School
Bridgewood Park
Morningside Park

800 East County Road E
641 East County Road F
780 Berwood Avenue
365 East County Road F
325 Lily Pond Lane
520 Westfield Lane
655 East County Road F
3645 Centerville Road
4224-1/2 Bridgewood Terrace
4485 Morningside Avenue

Welcome to the Vadnais Heights Parks and Recreation Department. The City of
Vadnais Heights takes pride in providing high-quality parks, trails, recreation
programs, and services all year for residents of all ages and abilities. Our parks,
trails, and programs encourage healthy lifestyles, increase property values,
develop community pride, protect the environment, and relieve stress.
For more Parks and Recreation information, visit the City’s website:
www.cityvadnaisheights.com.
Exploring places to be active in Ramsey County is easy with Go Ramsey Communities.
This interactive web-based mapping and mobile application provides a fun way to
search for parks, trails, lakes, and recreational facilities in Ramsey County. Visit
the site at www.GoRamsey.org. The Go Ramsey mobile web app can be accessed
through GoRamsey.org, the same address used for the full desktop site.

Registration Form

All information must be completed before registration can be processed.
Incomplete applications will not be processed and will be returned.
Questions?
Online:
Drop off:
By mail:

651-204-6061 or 651-204-6060
www.cityvadnaisheights.com
City Hall, Monday-Friday from 8 am-4:30 pm
(After hours drop-box located in driveway)
City Hall, 800 East County Road E, Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

Participant’s name

Date of birth

Activity name

Activity number

For your convenience we recommend you register
online at www.cityvadnaisheights.com.
Simply click on Recreation, then click on the activity
that you are interested in and follow the prompts.
There is no additional fee to register online.

Age

We
place
participants
randomly on teams of 10
players. Teams play six
games, scheduled using both
time periods, if necessary,
depending on the number
of children registered. We
schedule earlier game times if
only enough children register
to make up four teams. Limit
of 80 in each age group. We
spend the first 15-30 minutes
of the program warming up
and developing skills. We
play the last 45 minutes
as a game. Your child’s
coach will contact you with
a game schedule and team
information. Please have your
child dress for the weather,
bring a glove, and wear athletic shoes. Ages 4-5 use the tee when at bat. Ages
6-7 have the option after the first two games to either use the tee or have
the coach pitch to them. Volunteer coaches needed (fee waived). Coaches’
meeting at Vadnais Heights Commons at 7 pm; Spring: Wed, April 12; Summer:
Wed, June 14. Registration deadlines: Spring: Wed, April 5 or until full; Summer:
Wed, June 7 or until full. Cost: $40/resident, $50/non-resident.
SPRING
210137-1

Ages 4-5
Wed, April 19 – May 24
6-7:15 pm & 7:15-8:30 pm VH Elementary
					
210137-2
Ages 6-7
Thu, April 20 – May 25
6-7:15 pm & 7:15-8:30 pm VH Elementary
SUMMER (no games July 5, 6)
310137-1
Ages 4-5
Wed, June 21 – Aug. 2
6-7:15 pm & 7:15-8:30 pm VH Elementary
					
310137-2
Ages 6-7
Thu, June 22 – Aug. 3
6-7:15 pm & 7:15-8:30 pm VH Elementary

OUTDOOR SOCCER LEAGUE

Vadnais Heights Parks & Recreation
Please fill out a separate form for each activity/child.		
Additional forms may be photocopied or picked up at City Hall.

T-BALL

Designed to increase playing experience and introduce young people to
soccer, this league emphasizes team play, sportsmanship, skill development,
and socialization. We spend the first 15-30 minutes warming up, and the last
45 minutes playing a game. Please have your child wear appropriate clothing
and shoes, wear shin guards, and bring a water bottle. We place participants
randomly on teams of 10 players. Volunteer coaches needed (fee waived).
Coaches’ meetings at Vadnais Heights Commons at 7 pm; Spring: Thu, April 13;
Summer: Tues, June 6. Registration deadlines: Spring: Thu, April 6 or until full;
Summer: Thu, June 1 or until full. Cost: $40/resident; $50/non-resident.
SPRING (no games May 27)
210117-1
Ages 4-5
10:30-11:45 am

Sat, April 22 – June 3		
Kohler Meadows & Lily Pond

Gender

Grade Level/School Name

210117-2

Ages 6-7
Noon-1:15 pm

Sat, April 22 – June 3		
Kohler Meadows & Lily Pond

Time

Fee

210117-3

Ages 8-12
9-10:15 am

Sat, April 22 – June 3		
Kohler Meadows & Lily Pond

Make checks payable to: The City of Vadnais Heights – All NSF checks are subject to a $30.00 return check fee. Refund policy: Refunds will be issued
when requested, two working days prior to the activity/class starting date. A $5 service charge will be deducted from refund.
					
Parent/Guardian
Primary Phone
Alternate Phone
					
Parent/Guardian
Primary Phone
Alternate Phone

SUMMER (no games July 4, 6)
310117-1
Ages 4-5
6-7:15 pm

Tue, June 13 – July 25
Kohler Meadows & Lily Pond

310117-2

Ages 6-7
7:15-8:30 pm

Tue, June 13 – July 25
Kohler Meadows & Lily Pond

310117-3

Ages 8-12
6-7:15 pm & 7:15-8:30pm

Thu, June 15 – July 27
Morningside Park

E-mail (REQUIRED-please print clearly-program updates are sent by email)
					
Street Address
City/State
Zip
					
Emergency Contact (REQUIRED)
Phone
Relationship
 I am interested in being a volunteer coach. Name/Day Phone:

Coach T-Shirt Size:

Any information our staff should be made aware of (i.e. disability, allergy, special need, etc.):

	Special requests for teammates are not guaranteed and are limited to one request per player. Group requests will not be honored. It is the City’s goal
to encourage players to make new friends and develop social skills.

LITTLE CRITTERS SUMMER PLAYGROUND PROGRAM

Name teammate request here:
	Permission and waiver: I hereby agree to allow my child or myself to participate in the above named activity. In consideration of your accepting this
registration, I hereby, by myself and my heirs, waive any and all rights and claims for damages I may have against the City of Vadnais Heights and its
representatives, for any and all injuries from whatever cause suffered by the above participant(s) in the indicated activity. I understand that the information
that I have provided will be distributed to individuals involved with each recreation program. The City of Vadnais Heights may take pictures and videos of
participants enjoying their activities, and I grant permission for the City to use the name, image, and quotes of my child (ren).

Parent/Guardian signature			

Date

Children ages 3-5 grow in an educational, recreational, and social environment.
Sessions meet Mondays and Wednesdays or Tuesdays and Thursdays and
include games, crafts, creative play times, and an opportunity to enjoy
Community Park. Morning times only. Playground leaders are experienced and
trained and enjoy working with children. Registration and payment taken on a
first-come, first-served basis. Program will fill up fast. Will not meet July 3 and
4. Registration deadline: Fri, June 9 or until full. Location: Community Park. Cost/
session: $94/resident, $140/non-resident.
380117-1

Ages 3-5
9 am-noon

Mon, & Wed, June 19 – July 31
Community Park

380117-2

Ages 3-5
9 am-noon

Tue, & Thu, June 20 – Aug. 1
Community Park

CONFIRMATIONS – An automated confirmation email will be sent to the email provided above.

Office use only

Date:____________________________________

By:______________________

Payment type:  Cash

_Amount $________________

 Check #___________

EAGER BEAVERS SUMMER PLAYGROUND PROGRAM

YOGA

380117-3

Nancy Erickson has been practicing yoga for 18 years and has taught for 8 years.
She is certified in YogaFit for beginner, intermediate, and senior yoga. Nancy
is passionate about using yoga to bring more physical, emotional, and spiritual
balance to our lives. Bring your own yoga mat and wear loose comfortable
clothing. Minimum 10 participants. Consult with your physician before registering
for yoga. If you have special concerns or circumstances that could prohibit or
restrict movement, please communicate those needs to the instructor.

Children entering grades 1-6 enjoy sports, games, nature activities, crafts,
music, and other creative activities. Playground leaders are experienced and
trained. The program includes morning and afternoon times, but site is closed
noon-1 pm. Will not meet July 3 and 4. Registration deadline: Fri, June 9 or
until full. Location: Community Park. Cost/session: $124/resident, $186/nonresident.

380117-4

Grades K-5
9-noon & 1-3:30 pm

Mon, & Wed, June 19 – July 31
Community Park

Grades K-5
9-noon & 1-3:30 pm

Tue, & Thu, June 20 – Aug. 1
Community Park

SUMMER PLAYGROUND TEEN VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY

Vadnais Heights teens, ages 12-16, are needed to volunteer alongside Parks
and Recreation staff at the summer Little Critters and Eager Beavers programs.
We provide orientation and training. Teens choose the number of days and hours
they volunteer. It’s a fun way to spend your summer serving others, gaining
skills and references, and making friends. For more information or to receive
a summer volunteer application, please contact Brigid at 651-204-6060 or at
brigid.nault@cityvadnaisheights.com. Application deadline: Fri, May 5.

MUNCHKIN TENNIS LESSONS

Children ages 5-6 learn hand-eye coordination as they practice the fundamentals
with special balls, racquets, and nets. Wear comfortable clothing and tennis
shoes and dress for the weather. Racquets and balls provided. Five classes.
Registration deadline: Spring: Tue, May 16; Summer: Thu, July 6. Cost: $30/
resident; $40/non-resident.
SPRING
270167-1
270167-2

SUMMER
370167-1
370167-2

Ages 5-6
7-7:30 pm
Ages 5-6
7:30-8 pm

Tue, May 23 – June 20
Kohler Meadows
Tue, May 23 – June 20
Kohler Meadows

Everyone can enjoy yoga – it’s not just for those who are already flexible. If you
would like to relax more, gain strength and endurance, and stretch deeper, come
and see what yoga is about! This is a mixed level class with beginners welcome.

SPRING
10-week class. Registration deadline: Fri, March 17. Minimum 10 participants.
Cost: $75/resident; $85/non-resident.
220217-1

Mixed Level Adults (13+)
6:30-7:30 pm

Mon, March 20 – May 22
VH Commons

SUMMER (No class July 3)
7-week class. Registration deadline: Fri, June 9. Minimum 10 participants. Cost:
$53/resident; $63/non-resident.
320217-1

Mixed Level Adults (13+)
6:30-7:30 pm

Mon, June 12 – July 31
VH Commons

PICKLEBALL CLINIC

Pickleball Clinics for beginners and social players. Pickleball is one of the fastest
growing sports around for Seniors and Adults. Pickleball is a combination of
tennis, badminton and ping-pong. The game is played with a hard paddle and
a polymer wiffle ball. The clinics will be held at Bridgewood Park where there
are two courts lined for Pickleball on the tennis courts. A great way to be active,
meet new people and have fun!
Learn the history, skills, equipment, scoring, rules and more. Equipment will be
provided. Registration open until full. Cost: $5.00/clinic.

Ages 5-6
7-7:30 pm
Ages 5-6
7:30-8 pm

Tue, July 11 – Aug. 8		
Kohler Meadows
Tue, July 11 – Aug. 8		
Kohler Meadows

220227-1
220227-2
220227-3
220227-4

Fri, May 5
Fri, May 12
Tue, May 23
Thu, May 25

9-11 am
9-11 am
6-8 pm
6-8 pm

Pickleball Courts in Vadnais Heights are located at:
(2 courts)
Bridgewood Park, 4224-1/2 Bridgewood Terrace (clinic location)
(1 court)
Berwood Park, 780 Berwood Ave

SPRING/SUMMER 2017 ADULT SOFTBALL

Men’s and Co-Rec softball leagues. Certified officials umpire games at
Community Park. Registration and payment taken on a first-come, first-served
basis. Leagues fill up fast – online registration available now! Registration
deadline: Fri, April 21 at 4:30 pm or until full. Co-Rec manager meeting: Thu,
April 27 at 7 pm. Men’s manager meeting: Monday, May 1 at 7 pm.
Cost for Men’s D and E: $670 through April 1; $697 after April 1. For Co-Rec
leagues: $550 through April 1; $575 after April 1.
220127-1

YOUTH TENNIS LESSONS

Short, active lessons lead to supervised play. Bring tennis racket and wear
tennis shoes. Balls provided. Level 1: Basic instructional series of strokes and
introduction to game rules. Level 2: Supervised play preceded by practice on
stroke technique, footwork, and serve. Five sessions. Registration deadlines:
Spring: Tue, May 16; Summer: Thu, July 6. Cost: $40/resident; $50/nonresident.
SPRING
270167-3
270167-4
270167-5
270167-6

SUMMER
370167-3
370167-4
370167-5
370167-6

Level 1 Ages 7-14
5:30-6:15 pm
Level 2 Ages 7-14
5:30-6:15 pm
Level 1 Ages 7-14
6:15-7 pm
Level 2 Ages 7-14
6:15-7 pm

Tue, May 23 – June 20
Kohler Meadows
Tue, May 23 – June 20
Kohler Meadows
Tue, May 23 – June 20
Kohler Meadows
Tue, May 23 – June 20
Kohler Meadows

Level 1 Ages 7-14
5:30-6:15 pm
Level 2 Ages 7-14
5:30-6:15 pm
Level 1 Ages 7-14
6:15-7 pm
Level 2 Ages 7-14
6:15-7 pm

Tue, July 11 – Aug. 8		
Kohler Meadows
Tue, July 11 – Aug. 8		
Kohler Meadows
Tue, July 11 – Aug. 8		
Kohler Meadows
Tue, July 11 – Aug. 8
Kohler Meadows

ADULT TENNIS LESSIONS

Tennis SERVES up fun in Vadnais Heights! Have fun, stay in shape and meet new
friends while playing the lifetime sport of tennis! Beginner classes are for those
who have little or no tennis experience. Learn the basic strokes and begin to
play. Advanced Beginner/Intermediate players continue developing their stroke
consistency while learning net play, court coverage and match strategy. Adult
classes taught by USTA-trained instructors. 6 sessions. Registration deadline:
Thu, June 8 or until full. Cost: $72/resident; $82/non-resident.
SUMMER (no class July 6)
320227-1
Beginner
6:30-7:30 pm
320227-2
Adv. Beg/Intermediate
7:30-8:30 pm

Thu, June 15 – July 27
Kohler Meadows
Thu, June 15 – July 27
Kohler Meadows

220127-2

Men’s “D” (9 team limit)
Mon, Begins May 8
Weekly double-header format; two home runs per game.
16 games – 10 weeks.
Men’s “E” (9 team limit)
Tue, Begins May 9
Weekly double-header format. 16 games – 10 weeks.

220117-1
Co-Rec “D” Recreational (7 team limit)
		
Wed, Begins May 10
Weekly double-header format. 12 games – 8 weeks.
220117-2
Co-Rec “D” Recreational (13 team limit)
		
Thu, Begins May 4
Weekly single-game format. 12 games.
Questions? Call Parks & Recreation at 651-204-6060 or 651-204-6061.

FALL ADULT SOFTBALL LEAGUES

Weekly double-header format; game times are 6 pm, 7 pm, 8 pm, and 9 pm. 10
games over 6 weeks, weather permitting. Cost for men’s Silver “D” and Men’s
Bronze E: $493 through July 20; $519 after July 20. For Co-Rec Leagues: $519
through July 20: $547 after July 20. Registration deadline: Fri, Aug. 4 or until full.
No games Mon, Sept. 4. Registration forms and online registration is available
at www.cityvadnaisheights.com. Six-team limit per league, so sign your team
up now!
420127-1
420127-2
420117-1
420117-2

Men’s Silver “D”  	
Men’s Bronze “E”  	
Co-Rec “D”
Co-Rec “D”

Begins Mon, Aug. 14
Begins Tue, Aug. 15
Begins Wed, Aug. 16
Begins Thu, Aug. 17

BLOCK PARTY TRAILER AVAILABLE

The Parks and Recreation Department has a block party trailer available for rent
to Vadnais Heights residents. It includes a variety of supplies, including tables,
chairs, and sports equipment.
Block party trailer fee
Damage deposit

$78
$200

For scheduling or more information, please contact the Parks and Recreation
Department at 651-204-6061.

PARK SHELTER RESERVATIONS

The City of Vadnais Heights has three picnic shelters/pavilions available for
reservation.
Kohler Meadows Park Pavilion
Intersection of McMenemy Street and County Road F
Seats approximately 50, parking, electrical outlets, picnic tables, playground,
restrooms, sink and water.
Community Park Pavilion
West of Clover Avenue on County Road F
Seats approximately 150, parking, electrical outlets, picnic tables, playground,
restrooms in warming house or nearby portable restrooms.
Community Park Ball Field Pavilion
West of Clover Avenue on County Road F
Seats approximately 50, electrical outlets, picnic tables, restrooms.
Resident/VH Business
Fee (includes tax) $70
Facility Deposit $60

Non-Resident/Non VH Business
Fee (includes tax) $150
Facility Deposit $200

For scheduling or more information, please contact the Parks and Recreation
Department at 651-204-6061.

VADNAIS HEIGHTS SENIORS

Area seniors are invited to join the
Vadnais Heights Hi-Lites, an active
group of seniors who get together
twice a month, usually on the second
and fourth Wednesdays, for fellowship
and social activities. The group meets
at Christ the Servant Lutheran Church,
3676 Centerville Road. For more
information or to receive the monthly
Hi-Lites newsletter, call City Hall at
651-204-6000 or Senior Program
Coordinator Josephine Christensen
at 651-777-0618. Additional senior
programs and services are offered through the White Bear Area Senior Program
at 651-653-3121 or www.whitebearseniorprogram.org.
Lunch for Seniors
1st Thursday of the Month
12 pm
Join us for a hot catered lunch by White Bear Meals on Wheels and stay to
play bingo! Location: Christ the Servant Church, 3676 Centerville Road.
Advanced registration only. Cost $5.00. Register at City Hall or online at
www.cityvadnaisheights.com
220237-1
220237-2

April 6
May 4

Registration deadline: March 30
Registration deadline: April 27

White Bear Lake Area Senior Program in Vadnais Heights
3rd Tuesday of the Month
2-3 pm
Vadnais Heights City Hall. No registration required. Free and open to the public.
March 21

Travel Show by Premier Travel

April 18	Senior Housing Options, Metropolitan Area Agency on Aging,
Rachel Von Ruden, LSW, Community Outreach Specialist.
May 16 	Senior Volunteering: Ways to give back and stay connected,
White Bear Area Senior Program, Tara Jebens-Singh, Adult
Programs Coordinator and Karin Zindren, Volunteer Coordinator.
May 12	Nutrition as You Age, 10 am-Noon, Fri, Mahtomedi District
Education Center, 1520 Mahtomedi Ave. Free presentation
sponsored by CLASS (Consortium of Lake Area Senior Services).
Please register by calling 651-407-2018.

SUMMER SPECIAL EVENT DATES

ICE CREAM SOCIAL, MUSIC IN THE PARK & HOT DOG WITH A DEPUTY
Sponsored by the City of Vadnais Heights and the Ramsey County Sherriff
Department, this free annual event will take place at Berwood Park, 780
Berwood Ave, from 6-8 pm on Tue, June 20. Free hot dogs, Culver’s ice
cream, games, and face painting. Skippin Stones will perform from 6:30-8 pm.
www.skippinstones.net
AUGUST 17-20 – 42nd ANNUAL VADNAIS HEIGHTS HERITAGE DAYS
Enjoy fun for all ages at the 2017 Heritage Days Celebration. Check the city’s
website or call 651-204-6000 for updates and event registration forms.
Individual and group volunteers welcome for events! Funding for Heritage Days
is from local businesses, civic organizations, grants, area charitable gambling,
and individual donations. Most events take place at Community Park and Vadnais
Heights Commons. For more information, go to www.cityvadnaisheights.com.
Fri, Aug. 18	6-9 pm“Hornucopia” www.hornucopiaband.com
9 pm Movie in the Park
Sat, Aug. 19	7-11 pm (before and after fireworks) – The Rockin’ Hollywoods
will perform with 50’s and 60’s music to help celebrate Vadnais
Heights’s 60th Birthday. www.rockinhollywoods.com
Sun, Aug. 20	1:30-4:30 pm – “Free and Easy Band” – Classic Rock Cover Band;
Minnesota Music Hall of Fame. www.freeandeasyband.com

SPECIAL THANKS

Celebrate the American spirit. Volunteer!
National Volunteer Recognition Week in 2017 is April 23-29.
The Parks and Recreation Department thanks our community’s many volunteers.

SPRING 2017

Vadnais Heights News Briefs
ANNUAL SPRING CLEAN-UP IS APRIL 22 AT
COMMUNITY PARK ON COUNTY ROAD F
Spring is finally coming which means cleaning the garage and
basement. Vadnais Heights’ Annual Spring Clean-up is Saturday,
April 22, from 8 am to 2 pm in the parking lot at Community Park
on County Road F.

If you notice any street, utility, or park issues that need our
attention, please contact City Engineer/Director of Public
Services Mark Graham at 651-204-6050 or email him at
mark.graham@cityvadnaisheights.com. Our City website also
has links to provide comments or make inquiries about City
infrastructure.

Disposal of rubbish, tires, major appliances, construction
materials, electronics, and computers is available. Bring proof of
residency, separate your items, and be prepared to unload your
own vehicle. There is a charge for disposing of items. See the
city’s website (www.cityvadnaisheights.com) for approximate
fees. Actual cost will be determined on site.

GRASS AND SHRUB DISPOSAL

Household hazardous waste will be accepted at no charge.
For a list of acceptable household hazardous waste, visit
RamseyRecycles.com or call Ramsey County’s Recycling and
Disposal Hotline at 651-633-EASY (3279) answered 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week.

Leaves, grass clippings, trees and other types of plant waste are
banned from the trash. Soft plant waste such as leaves and grass
are turned into compost for residents to take at no charge at the
County Yard Waste Sites in the spring. Trees, shrubs, branches
and other woody plants are ground into mulch for residents
to take at no charge. It is also used as a fuel source to create
electricity and supply heating and cooling to downtown Saint Paul
and neighboring communities.
• The sites are free and open to Ramsey County residents only.
• A photo ID is required as proof of residency because this
program is paid for by Ramsey County taxpayers.
• Bags of yard waste must be emptied on site and taken with you.
• Biodegradable bags are not accepted because their presence in
the pile invites non-biodegradable bags.
For more information including other yard waste collection
sites, visit RamseyRecycles.com or call 651-633-EASY (3279)
answered 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Dispose of brush, leaves, grass clippings, soft-bodied plants, and
all parts of a tree except stumps at Ramsey County’s White Bear
Township site, south of County Road J on Sherwood Road. To get
there, travel north on Centerville Road, take a left on County Road
J, and then turn left on Sherwood Road.

LIONS BELGIAN WAFFLE BREAKFAST AND FIRE
DEPARTMENT OPEN HOUSE
STREET AND CITY
IMPROVEMENTS
2017 will be busy on the streets around Vadnais Heights, but
perhaps not as much as in the last two years. We are grateful
that the Minnesota Department of Transportation has completed
their work along I-35 E, including the Goose Lake Road and
Highway 96 bridges. Work will resume along I-694 to add an
additional lane for east bound motorists. If you would like more
detailed information on MnDot projects and schedules, they have
a website where you can sign up for updates. There is a link
available through our website at www.cityvadnaisheights.com/
constructionprojects.
On the local City streets, a bituminous replacement project is
being considered for four residential streets. A public hearing
was held on January 18, 2017 for improvements on the following
streets:
• Oakhurst Avenue from Clearbrook Lane to the north cul-de-sac
• Bramblewood Avenue from Highway 96 to Greenhaven Drive
• Willow Grove Lane from Bramblewood Avenue to Greenhaven
Drive
•H
 eritage Court West from Evergreen Drive to the west cul-de-sac.
Property owners and residents abutting these streets have been
involved in the planning process thru neighborhood meetings and
notified by mail. Presuming favorable bids are received and a
contract is awarded, work would occur this summer.

CITY PARK IMPROVEMENTS
City staff works very hard to maintain our parks, and provide a host
of amenities and recreational opportunities. One improvement
we are considering in 2017 is the replacement of the playground
structure at Lily Pond Park. The City’s Park, Recreation and Trails
Commission will be reviewing proposals for the playground
equipment later this spring.
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Come Celebrate Lions Clubs International’s 100 Years of Service
with the Vadnais Heights Lions Club at the Belgian Waffle
Breakfast on Sunday, April 9 from 8 am to 1 pm at Vadnais
Heights Commons, 655 East County Road F. Adults (ages 15-62)
pay $7.50, seniors (ages 63+) pay $6.50, children (ages 6-14)
pay $4, and tots (ages 5 and younger) dine for free at the all-youcan-eat event.
The Lions are providing MN Lions diabetes awareness information,
used eyeglasses and hearing aid collection, and a delicious
assortment of homemade treats at their Bake Sale. In addition,
Can-Do-Canines will share information on how they support those
in need, and children can enjoy a Balloon Artist from 9:00 am to
12:00 pm.

VADNAIS HEIGHTS COMMONS NAMED WINNER
IN THE 2017 KNOT BEST OF WEDDINGS AND
WEDDINGWIRE COUPLE’S CHOICE AWARDS
The City of Vadnais Heights is pleased to announce that the
Vadnais Heights Commons has been selected again as a 2017
winner in both The Knot Best of Weddings and WeddingWire
Couples’ Choice Awards.
The Knot Best of Weddings is an award representing the highestrated wedding professionals as reviewed by real couples, their
families, and wedding guests on The Knot. In 2017, only 2% of
the 250,000 local wedding professionals listed on TheKnot.com
have received this distinguished accolade.
Additionally, WeddingWire Couples’ Choice Awards recognizes
the top 5% of local wedding professionals from the WeddingWire
Network who demonstrate excellence in quality, service,
responsiveness and professionalism.
2016 was another successful year at Vadnais Heights Commons!
70 couples celebrated their wedding receptions at the Commons,
which included some having their ceremony there also; 116
business meetings were held in the various rooms; social
gatherings/events accounted for 11 uses; and 24 corporate
functions and 9 fundraisers were held in the Vadnais Room. As of
this writing, over 183 events have been booked for 2017.
For photos, rates, and additional information, visit
www.vadnaisheightscommons.com. For questions or to reserve
your special date, call 651-204-6000.

Waffle Breakfast Signature Sponsor: Woody’s Rebar Company
The Fire Department’s open house will take place at the same
time. Firefighters will offer fun activities for kids, displays, and
demonstrations, including free blood pressure testing, a smoke
house, and truck tours. The Ramsey County Sheriff’s Department
will bring representatives from various groups. Also on hand will
be Allina, the Blood Mobile, and the Public Safety Commission
Members.

SIGN UP FOR CITY RELATED
EMAIL AND TEXT NOTIFICATIONS!
Did you know you can sign up for email and
text notifications for city jobs, news, events,
and more? Visit our new city website at
www.cityvadnaisheights.com, select the
“Notify Me” button, and choose which
updates you would like to receive. The new notification system
is a great way to stay current on all the latest city happenings.
If you have questions about how to sign up, please contact Jessica
Currier at 651-204-6012 or jessica.currier@cityvadnaisheights.com.

SECOND EDITION HISTORY BOOK FREE TO
RESIDENTS
The book, Reflections from the Lake was produced in 2007
to celebrate the City’s 50th Anniversary, and is available to all
residents for free. The book is divided by generation and covers
schools, businesses, churches, and other community features
through pictures, text, and graphics. Stop at the City Hall during
normal business hours 8 am to 4:30 pm, Monday – Friday, to
receive your copy.
Continued on page 7
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Follow the steps below to search for crime activity in your
area:
1. Visit Community Crime Map at communitycrimemap.com.
2. Zoom in directly on the map to your city or use the sidebar
parameters to narrow your search by city, address, date
range and type of offense.
3. Click on the crime event shown on the map for more
information.

EASTER EGG HUNT
The City of Vadnais Heights and the Vadnais Heights Lions Club
will host the annual Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 8, at
Community Park, 641 East County Road F. The Easter Bunny
will visit while you hunt for hidden eggs; participants will receive
goodie bags. Though this event is free to Vadnais Heights
residents, please consider donating non-perishable food items
for the Vadnais Heights Community Food Program.
Age Group		Start Time
2 and under		10:30 am
3-4		10:40 am
5-6		10:50 am
7-9		11:00 am
10-12 		11:10 am

LANDSCAPING & RAIN BARREL GRANT PROGRAMS
Cost share programs are available to assist property owners with
landscaping projects that help water quality. Eligible projects
include rain barrels, raingardens, shoreline restoration, and
other projects such as permeable pavement. The Vadnais Lake
Area Water Management Organization (VLAWMO) will offer a
raingarden class this spring on Wednesday, April 12 from 6-8 pm
at the Vadnais Heights South Fire Station: 3595 Arcade St N. Visit
www.vlawmo.org/events for more information and to register
for the class. For more information, contact Kristine Jenson at
651-204-6074 or kristine.jenson@vlawmo.org

Senior
Resources

PART-TIME FIREFIGHTERS WANTED
Are you, or is anyone you know, interested in becoming a
firefighter? The Vadnais Heights Fire Department is seeking
individuals to fill these positions. The fire department responds
to over 1,000 emergency calls per year. Firefighters also
participate in community events, such as Fire Prevention and
Education, Booya, Heritage Days, Fire Department Open House,
Minnesota Night to Unite, etc. The hourly wage is between $9.50
and $15.00/hr. with an average scheduled work assignment of
64-hours per three-month period. Persons already certified in
EMT and Firefighter I & II are encouraged to apply, however, the
City will provide required training for those applicants who have
limited or no experience. Interviews will be conducted the week
of April 10 and physical agility testing will be conducted on May 6.
Please contact Lori at 651-204-6030 or via email at
lori.peltier@cityvadnaisheights.com for more information. The
application deadline is April 3, 2017 at 4:00 p.m.

ONLINE COMMUNITY CRIME MAPPING
Community Crime Map connects law enforcement with the
community to reduce crime and improve public safety. Crime
mapping helps the public get a better idea of the crime activity
in their area so they can make more informed decisions about
how to stay safe. Use the online Community Crime Map at
communitycrimemap.com, to search for crime activity in your
area. The Ramsey County Sheriff’s Office provides incident
information to the website daily where it is geocoded for display
on a map, and viewable on a grid and analytics dashboard.

Sign Up for Email Updates
To receive regular email updates on crime happening in
your neighborhood, select “sign up for crime alerts” in the
top right corner of the Community Crime Map webpage. Sign
up for daily, weekly, or monthly email alerts about crime
occurring within a certain distance of an address of interest,
such as your home, workplace or school.

BACKYARD CHICKENS ORDINANCE
The City recently approved an ordinance that allows chickens
on residential properties in the R-1 zoning district. Properties
under one-half acre will be required to obtain consent
from 75% of the abutting property owners. The maximum
number of chickens allowed is five (5) on properties less
than two (2) acres. Properties greater than two (2) acres
are allowed an additional five (5) chickens per additional
acre of land, up to a maximum of twenty (20) chickens. The
ordinance contains a number of additional conditions and an
administrative permit is required. The ordinance and permit
forms are available at City Hall or on the City’s website at
http://www.cityvadnaisheights.com/603/Animal-Licenses.

If you or your parent is over the age of 55, consider taking advantage of the many community resources available to you related to events,
education, transportation, and home care. Below are a few of the resources in the area. See our Parks & Recreation section on page 5 for
more information on city sponsored senior resources, such as our Senior Hi-Lites group, as well as upcoming senior events.

WHITE BEAR AREA SENIOR PROGRAM
The White Bear Area Senior Program offers programs such as Meals on Wheels, transportation, grocery shopping, drop-in center, adult
enrichment classes, Craft Corner Gift Shop, Lions HELP, outreach, volunteer visitor programs, volunteer opportunities, and a newsletter,
Senior Voice. The White Bear Area Senior Program is located at 484 East County Road F, White Bear Lake, MN 55110, and can be reached
at 651-653-3121.

CONSORTIUM OF LAKE AREA SENIOR SERVICES
This group serves the 55+ population residing within the Mahtomedi, North St. Paul, Maplewood, Oakdale, and White Bear Lake Area
School Districts. Check out the Consortium of Lake Area Senior Services website at www.lakeareaseniors.org for services available to
senior citizens in the area.

SENIOR CHORE PROGRAM
By connecting youth and adults in search of work with seniors in need of help, Northeast Youth and Family Services (NYFS) helps older
adults live independently in their homes for as long as possible. Workers assist seniors with basic services such as housekeeping and lawn
care as well as seasonal activities such as snow shoveling and leaf raking. For more information, visit the NYFS website at www.nyfs.org
or contact Senior Chore and Volunteer Coordinator Debbie Wells at debbiep@nyfs.org or at 651-379-3451.

METRO PAINT-A-THON AND HOMEOWNER RESOURCES
The Metro Paint-A-Thon helps low-income seniors and people with permanent physical disabilities living in Hennepin and Ramsey counties
continue to live independently in their own homes. Each summer, particularly the first weekend of August, teams of volunteers will scrape,
prime, and paint exteriors of homes, garages or other structures at no cost to the homeowner. 2017 homeowner applications are now
available by contacting Director Molly Chandler at mchandler@gmcc.org or 612-276-1579.
For information on other homeowner resources, including deferred loan programs for home improvements, visit our city website at
www.cityvadnaisheights.com and search “homeowner resources”. Income restrictions apply.

SENIOR LINKAGE LINE®
The Senior LinkAge Line® is the Minnesota Board on Aging’s free statewide information and assistance service. Call 800-333-2433,
answered from 8 am to 4:30 pm on weekdays. For more information about this service, please visit the Minnesota Board on Aging website
at www.mnaging.net.
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Friends & Neighbors
Chris Dubay is a new city public works employee, but he’s not new to
Vadnais Heights. He’s a resident and a captain on the Vadnais Heights Fire
Department. He manages the charitable gambling for the Vadnais Heights
Firefighters Relief Association, which helps firefighters who are hurt on the
job and funds firefighter pensions, and he also works as a firefighter in Lake
Johanna, serving Shoreview, Arden Hills, and North Oaks.

Dubay is enjoying his work with the city, maintaining and repairing streets,
sewers, parks, trees, lawns, and rinks. “There’s something very rewarding
about seeing a task through from beginning to end,” he says.

“That’s three part-time jobs,” Dubay says. “I had been part-time with public
works until last fall, when the full-time position came up.”

CHRIS DUBAY

Becky Bjorgum has been vice president of human resources at Innovize,
a Vadnais Heights-based custom developer and manufacturer, for nearly
twenty years. In 2012, she joined the Vadnais Heights Economic Development
Corporation board. “For all the years I’ve been in human resources, I’ve been
involved in networking groups, and this was an opportunity to get involved in
the community in a different way,” she says.

Bjorgum helps organize the VHEDC golf outing, the annual dinner, and human
resources help for local companies. “Here’s the thing I’m most proud of,” she
says. “When we lost our former director, I and two others were charged with
hiring a replacement” – a job they accomplished in short order. After that,
she was invited to become vice president, a job that rolled into serving as
2017 president.

Looking for Dr. Michael Lovett in February? Check first- and second-grade
classrooms, where he spends hours reading to children as part of I Love to
Read Month.

His job, Lovett says, “is an opportunity to inspire children and staff to be the
best they can be and see how education can help them fulfill their dreams.
That’s what I think about every day.”

BECKY BJORGUM

Lovett, a career educator who was assistant superintendent of schools in
Minnetonka for 20 years, is in his ninth year as superintendent of schools
for the White Bear Lake area. He is essentially in charge of everything
about schools, from funding and materials to teachers, principals, and
support staff. He spends his days in the office and many of his evenings and
weekends attending school events.

DR. MICHAEL LOVETT

CITY DIRECTORY

MAYOR

ASSISTANT CITY ADMINISTRATOR

Bob Fletcher • (C) 651-248-2400

Kathy Keefe • (W) 651-204-6013

bob.fletcher@cityvadnaisheights.com

kathy.keefe@cityvadnaisheights.com

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS

CITY ENGINEER/
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SERVICE

Heidi Gunderson • (C) 651-308-5828
heidi.gunderson@cityvadnaisheights.com

Mark Graham • (W) 651-204-6050
mark.graham@cityvadnaisheights.com

Craig Johnson • (H) 651-653-8511
craig.johnson@cityvadnaisheights.com
Terry Nyblom • (H) 651-490-9692

The City of Vadnais Heights
800 East County Road E
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

terry.nyblom@cityvadnaisheights.com
Greg Urban • (C) 651-248-9830
greg.urban@cityvadnaisheights.com

CITY ADMINISTRATOR
Kevin Watson • (W) 651-204-6010
kevin.watson@cityvadnaisheights.com

FINANCE DIRECTOR
Bob Sundberg • (W) 651-204-6020
bob.sundberg@cityvadnaisheights.com

PLANNING/COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
Nolan Wall • (W) 651-204-6027
nolan.wall@cityvadnaisheights.com

POLICE/FIRE
Fire Chief, Ed Leier • (W) 651-204-6032
edward.leier@cityvadnaisheights.com
Emergency • 911
Non-Emergency • 651-767-0640
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