Mayor
Heidi Gunderson

The City of Vadnais
Heights
800 East County Road E
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

Council Members
Greg Urban
Patricia Youker
Steve Rogers
Erik Goebel
City Administrator
Kevin Watson

Phone: 651-204-6000
Fax: 651-204-6100

Regular Meeting of the
Vadnais Heights City Council
Tuesday, July 20, 2021 - 7 pm

City Hall Council Chambers

AGENDA
Watch Meeting Live or Watch
Replay

1. Open Meeting
2. Roll Call
3. Pledge Of Allegiance
4. Announcements
5. Approval Of Agenda
6. Approval Of Minutes
A. Regular Workshop Meeting Of June 15, 2021
Documents:
6A 061521 DRAFT WORKSHOP MINUTES.PDF
B. Regular Council Meeting Of June 15, 2021
Documents:
6B 061521 DRAFT CC MINUTES.PDF
C. Special Workshop Meeting Of July 13, 2021
Documents:
6C 07132021 DRAFT WORKSHOP MINUTES.PDF
7. Approve Consent Agenda
A. Consider Approving Claims #80772 Through #80923 And Electronic
Claims #1645 Through 1649 For Payment

6C 07132021 DRAFT WORKSHOP MINUTES.PDF
7. Approve Consent Agenda
A. Consider Approving Claims #80772 Through #80923 And Electronic
Claims #1645 Through 1649 For Payment
Documents:
7A CLAIMS LIST.PDF
1. U.S. Bank Payment In The Amount Of $4,905.96
Documents:
7A1 US BANK.PDF
B. Consider Entering Into An Agreement With VLAWMO For Maintenance Of
Branch 3
Documents:
7B AGREEMENT FOR BRANCH 3 MAINTENANCE.PDF
C. Consider Accepting Resignation Of Duty Crew Firefighter Alexandra
Geiger
Documents:
7C FIREFIGHTER RESIGNATION - GEIGER.PDF
D. Consider Accepting Resignation Of Leslie Duling McCollam From The
Community Engagement Committee
Documents:
7D CEC RESIGNATION 7.20.21.PDF
E. Consider Approving The LG220 Application For Exempt Gambling Permit
For Roseville Ducks Unlimited
Documents:
7E DUCKS UNLIMITED GAMBLING PERMIT 2021.PDF
F. Consider Approving A Soliciting Permit Application For Moxie Services
Minnesota, LLC Dba Joshua’s Pest Control
Documents:
7F SOLICITOR LICENSE JOSHUAS PEST CONTROL.PDF
G. Consider Accepting And Acknowledging The 2021 Heritage Days
Grants/Donations
Documents:
7G HERITAGE DAYS DONATIONS.PDF

G. Consider Accepting And Acknowledging The 2021 Heritage Days
Grants/Donations
Documents:
7G HERITAGE DAYS DONATIONS.PDF
H. Consider Setting June 29, 2021 As The Date For The 2021 Annual
Employee Picnic And Authorize City Offices To Be Closed From 11:30
A.m. To 1:30 P.m.
Documents:
7H EMPLOYEE PICNIC.PDF
I. Consider Accepting Resignation Of Firefighter Dirk Palmgren
Documents:
7I FIREFIGHTER (OFFICER) RESIGNATION - PALMGREN.PDF
J. Consider Executing A Contract For Springbrook Software
Documents:
7J SPRINGBROOK CLOUD SOFTWARE.PDF
K. Consider Entering Into A Common Interest Agreement
Documents:
7K COMMON INTEREST AGREEMENT MEMO.PDF
8. Open To The Public
9. Presentations
A. Proclamation: August 3, 2021 As Night To Unite In The City Of Vadnais
Heights
Documents:
9A VADNAIS HEIGHTS PROCLAMATION-2021.PDF
10. Public Hearings
11. Old Business
A. Notice Of Public Nuisance Abatement – 1311 East County Road D Circle
Documents:
11A LEMKIE HEARING CONTINUATION.PDF
B. Review Kennel License At 4511 Bramblewood
Documents:
11B KENNEL LICENSE.PDF

B. Review Kennel License At 4511 Bramblewood
Documents:
11B KENNEL LICENSE.PDF
C. Consider Entering Into An Agreement With Morris Leatherman Company
For A Community Survey
Documents:
11C COMMUNITY SURVEY MEMO.PDF
12. New Business
A. Planning Case 21-010: City Of Vadnais Heights – City Code
Amendments
Documents:
12A PLANNING CASE 21-010.PDF
13. Council And Department Reports
14. Adjourn Meeting
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WORKSHOP MEETING
OF THE COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF VADNAIS HEIGHTS
JUNE 15, 2021
The workshop meeting of the Council of the City of Vadnais Heights was held on the above date
and called to order by Mayor Gunderson at 5:30 p.m.
The following members were present: Mayor Gunderson, and Council Members Greg Urban,
Patricia Youker, Steve Rogers and Erik Goebel. The following member was absent: None.
Also present were: City Administrator, Kevin Watson; Planning/Community Development
Director, Nolan Wall; Finance Director, Bob Sundberg; City Engineer/Public Works Director,
Jesse Farrell; and City Attorney, Erik Hartmann.
Mayor Gunderson closed the Workshop meeting, and the Council went into a closed session.
1.
Closed Session:
The Council discussed the sale of City owned property: Garceau.
May Gunderson called the Workshop back to order at 6:15 p.m.
2.
Budget Timeline (High Level CIP Discussion):
Bob Sundberg introduced the budget discussion by giving a broad outline of the budget process
and documents. He said it would be nice to know if Council has spending preferences or initiatives
a preferred list for the Capital Improvements Program, General fund, special revenue funds or
utility funds. He said that staff are soliciting feedback from the Council Members.
Mayor Gunderson noted that a couple years ago they started having deeper/standalone budget
discussions. She encouraged Council Members to ask Sundberg any budgets questions they have.
Gunderson read the information submitted by staff regarding hiring a new Public Works employee.
She said that with the City’s aging infrastructure and other needs, we are probably spread pretty
thin on staffing.
City Engineer/Public Works Director Farrell said if we look at how the City has grown, the City
has installed a lot of catch basins and watermains, probably more than 1,000 additional residents,
more roads and cul de sacs, and so the overall work load is growing. He said that everything older
requires more attention.
Council Member Urban asked how our City stands versus our cities’ public works staffing and our
population. Farrell said that he doesn’t know, but he thinks we are light. Urban said it would be
good to see the numbers. He also asked what the cost after benefits would be each year. Urban
said he would like to know the cost of having that staff person and also thinks it’s a good idea to
run the cost through the water fund.
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Urban asked what the water rates would need to increase to cover the cost of a new employee.
Gunderson asked how the Cares Act dollars might factor in. City Administrator Watson said that
we are still waiting for details on how Cares Act dollars may be used for. Sundberg said that the
City is looking at possibility $700,000 a year for 2 years but that the Federal Government is still
negotiating on this.
Gunderson said that she agrees that we would need more information on the cost of the new
employee.
Council Member Youker asked about the ash trees that need to be removed in the City. She asked
if we could look at how much the equipment to remove them (saws, etc.) would cost and determine
if the City should do the tree removal with current Public Works staff rather than hiring a
contractor. Farrell said that would be a challenge, because the City would need to purchase the
equipment and the City is not in the tree removal business, and its staff are not trained to do that
type of work. He said it would be safer and more cost effective to hire an expert.
Gunderson said she would like more information on franchise fees for street maintenance. Watson
asked if anyone had anything they want staff to explore prior to the budget workshop to contact
him.
3.
Community Survey:
Assistant City Administrator Sandvik noted that a community survey is a tool that gives us more
statistical feedback and that the CEC made a recommendation that the City do a community survey.
He said that staff went out for quotes and two were received, from The Morris Leatherman
Company and Polco/NRC. After some discussion, the Council recommended that staff bring back
a contract with Morris Leatherman Company.
4.
Heritage Days Budget Updates:
Assistant City Administrator Sandvik reviewed donations received to date for the Heritage Days
event. He noted that donations are slightly lower than normal. There are 15 parade entries and 4
merchandise mart vendors.
Council Member Urban asked if the City is, when accepting vendors, telling them how to run their
operations based on COVID guidelines. Sandvik said he would look into the information that is
being shared with vendors.
The meeting adjourned at 7:02 p.m.
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REGULAR MEETING
OF THE COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF VADNAIS HEIGHTS
JUNE 15, 2021
The meeting of the Council of the City of Vadnais Heights was held on the above date and called
to order by Mayor Gunderson at 7:05 p.m.
ROLL CALL
Upon roll call, the following members were present: Mayor Heidi Gunderson, and Council
Members Greg Urban, Patricia Youker, Steve Rogers and Erik Goebel.
The following members were absent: None.
Also present were: Kevin Watson, City Administrator; Tim Sandvik, Assistant City Administrator;
Jesse Farrell, City Engineer/Public Works Director; Chris Hearden, Fire Chief; Caroline Beckman,
City Attorney; and Peggy Aho, Deputy Clerk.
Everyone present stood and said the Pledge of Allegiance.
City Administrator Watson provided several announcements.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Upon motion by Urban, seconded by Youker, it was
21-06-095

“RESOLVED that the June 15, 2021 Regular Meeting Agenda be approved
as presented.”
Ayes – 5

Nays – 0

The resolution was adopted.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A.

June 1, 2021 Regular Workshop Meeting
Upon motion by Youker, seconded by Goebel, it was
21-06-096

“RESOLVED that the Council approves the June 1, 2021 Regular
Workshop Meeting minutes as presented.”
Ayes – 5

Nays – 0

The resolution was adopted.
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B.

June 1, 2021 Regular Council Meeting
Upon motion by Goebel, seconded by Youker, it was
21-06-097

“RESOLVED, that the Council approves the June 1, 2021 Regular Council
Meeting minutes as presented.”
Ayes – 5

Nays – 0

The resolution was adopted.
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA
Upon motion by Youker, seconded by Goebel, it was
21-06-098

“RESOLVED, that the Council approves the Consent Agenda Items #7A
through #7B for the June 15, 2021 meeting be approved as follows:
A.
B.

Consider Approving Claims #80717 through #80771 and
Electronic Claims #1635 through 1644 for Payment
Consider Approving the LG230 Application to Conduct Off-Site
Gambling for the Vadnais Heights Lion’s Club to Conduct a Raffle
at Heritage Days.”

Ayes – 5

Nays – 0

The resolution was adopted.
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Mayor Gunderson opened the meeting to the public at 7:10 p.m. There being no one that wished
to speak, Gunderson closed the meeting to the public at 7:10 p.m.
PRESENTATIONS:
PUBLIC HEARINGS
OLD BUSINESS
A.

Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) Treatment – Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
Assistant City Administrator Sandvik noted that EAB does have a presence in the City
and the City has done some tree removal. The City has been contacted by the University
of Minnesota’s Department of Plant Pathology which is looking identify some trees in
public spaces to do a fundal treatment as an attempt to prolong the life of the ash trees.
Council Member Urban asked if there will be any cost to the City for this treatment.
Sandvik responded that there will be no cost to the City. He noted that the City will
begin taking ash trees down in Community Park this fall.
Council Member Youker asked if there is a plan to replace the trees being removed.
Sandvik said not at this time.
2
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Upon motion by Urban, seconded by Goebel, it was
#21-06-99

“RESOLVED that the Council authorizes the City Administrator to sign
the Memorandum of Understanding with the University of Minnesota –
Department of Plant Pathology.”
Ayes – 5

Nays – 0

The resolution was adopted.
NEW BUSINESS
A.

Consider Approval of an Individual 2021/2022 Liquor License and Renewals
City Administrator Watson noted that before the Council are two Liquor License
Renewals for the Old Clover Inn (on-sale) and Speedway #4471 (3.2 off-sale).
Upon motion by Youker, seconded by Goebel, it was
#21-06-100

“RESOLVED that the Council approves the annual renewal of two
individual liquor licenses for Old Clover Inn and Speedway, for the period
of July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2022 conditioned on the establishments
passing their Fire Certificate of Occupancy inspections.”
Ayes – 5

Nays – 0

The resolution was adopted.
B.

Consider Notice of Public Nuisance Abatement – 1311 East County Road D Circle
Fire Chief Hearden noted that before the Council is a Notice of Public Nuisance Abatement
which has been sent via certified mail after the normal Code procedures were done. When
the recipients did not receive the certified mail, the City had the property owners served by
the Ramsey County Sheriff’s Office and one of the property owners did receive the notice.
Hearden noted that at this point staff are asking that the abatement order be extended until
the next meeting to make sure that all property owners have been notified.
Mayor Gunderson opened the hearing at 7:16 p.m.
Steve Scherer, property owner, noted that he has been the main cause of the program. He
said he hopes to have the problem taken care of before the next Council meeting, and he
said that he will contact the City as things get done. Gunderson continued the hearing to
the July 20, 2021 Council meeting.
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C.

Consider Entering into an Agreement with Ramsey County for 694/Rice Street Project
City Engineer/Public Works Director Farrell gave an overview of the 694/Rice Street
Project and said that the estimated contribution from the City is around $400 for the $23
million project. He said that the Agreement before the Council formalizes the cost
participation with all the parties and ongoing maintenance of the area by Shoreview,
Little Canada and Vadnais Heights.
A motion was made by Youker, seconded by Goebel, it was
#21-06-101

“RESOLVED that the Council adopts a resolution authorizing the Mayor
and the City Administrator to enter into an agreement with Ramsey
County for construction costs and maintenance responsibilities associated
with the completed 694/Rice Street Improvement Project.”
Ayes – 4

Nays – 1 (Urban)

The resolution was adopted.
COUNCIL AND STAFF REPORTS
City Engineer/Public Works Director Farrell noted that Public Works continues to do patch work
on City roads and that they put down 4 tons of asphalt material today. He asked that people
contact him if their roads have not been patched. He reminded residents of the City’s irrigation
restrictions and said that there should be no watering between noon and 6 pm. He noted that the
daily usage in the City is quadruple what is used during the winter.
Assistant City Administrator Sandvik noted that the Parks and Rec Commission met last night
and Heritage Days Committee met the week before. He said that the City’s Summer Camp
programs began this week and also noted that Music in the Park series will be coming back in
July and August. He also said that the installation of the rec registration software is nearly
complete.
Council Member Rogers noted that the Heritage Days Committee is still looking for volunteers
for three areas: parade lineup activities on the 14th of August; the blood drive being held at the
Commons on the 13th of August; and the Senior Picnic being held on the 12th of August. He said
that during the Heritage Days celebration there will be a medallion hunt, fireworks, a
merchandise mart and a car show.
Rogers said that the Parks and Rec Commission went on the road to Westfield Park to look at the
warming house, boards and fencing and then to Bridgewood Park to look at the pickleball courts.
He noted that VLAWMO made a presentation on a rain garden which they are planning for
Bridgewood Park.
Council Member Urban asked about another nuisance property in the City and asked if staff have
an update. Fire Chief Hearden said that they have done their normal Code procedures and have
4
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sent out two notices to the property owner and also met with the homeowner. The homeowner
has agreed to do a lot of the improvements, but as of today, there have been no improvements
made, so the question is what our options for next steps are. Hearden said that we have option of
citations or to go directly to the abatement process which adds a great expense to the City. City
Attorney Beckman said if we are going to proceed with abatement we have to get a title report to
make sure that we get proper notice to all parties. She said that the City can do both at the same
time, issue a criminal citation and begin the abatement process.
Urban said we owe it to the surrounding neighborhood to do something. Hearden agreed, but
what direction do we go, abatement, citation or both. Urban said we should do both. Mayor
Gunderson said that she thinks staff should continue with the citation process and begin the
abatement process.
City Administrator Watson said that the Council should consider code enforcement before
properties get so bad, it would be a more proactive approach because you may head off problem
properties before they get so bad. Hearden reviewed the steps of the abatement and citation
processes. He said that they will begin the process tomorrow.
City Administrator Watson noted that staff are moving forward with the Munch Bunch goats and
said that more information will be available at the next Council meeting. Watson said that it
appears that Saturday’s Properties is moving forward on the property to the north of Perkins.
Mayor Gunderson noted that the kids are out of school. She said that NYFS is still hiring for
their Seniors Program.
Motion to adjourn by Council Member Youker at 8:00 p.m. Meeting adjourned.
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WORKSHOP MEETING
OF THE COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF VADNAIS HEIGHTS
JULY 13, 2021

The workshop meeting of the Council of the City of Vadnais Heights was held on the above date
and called to order by Mayor Gunderson at 3:00 p.m.
The following members were present: Mayor Gunderson, and Council Members Greg Urban,
Patricia Youker, Steve Rogers and Erik Goebel. The following member was absent: None.
Also present were: City Administrator, Kevin Watson; Planning/Community Development
Director, Nolan Wall; Finance Director, Bob Sundberg; City Engineer/Public Works Director,
Jesse Farrell; Fire Chief, Chris Hearden and Deputy Clerk, Peggy Aho.
1.
2022 Budget Process:
Finance Director Sundberg said based on limited information, each department head worked on
their budget and summarized it.
There is only three different parking places for property taxes. All property tax receipts are
deposited into one of three funds: General fund, North Service Center Debt Service, or the Capital
Improvements fund. Sundberg talked about how money flows from fund to fund and how the
various funds are used, and how funds are allocated out of a fund. Sundberg talked about how
FTEs are allocated across the various funds and reviewed the staff commentary section of the
memo.
Sundberg reviewed the list of proposed changes/initiatives which include health insurance expense
allocations, an analysis of employee time spent in various functional areas, the proposed addition
of a new public works position, fire occupancy inspections and how cutting back on that program
would affect the revenues, South Oak Drive street improvements, City trails, emerald ash borer
remediation, and how to leverage the City’s access to State contract pricing on certain pieces of
equipment.
Sundberg reviewed a chart showing various levy amounts and how the different levy amounts
would impact the medium priced home in the City. He noted that the debt service fund is fixed
and is based on refinance rate.
Council Member Urban asked if any on-road parking be added on the backside of the park by the
Commons to go with the parking shortage in that area. Public Works Director/City Engineer
Farrell noted that the City has a lot of parking, but it isn’t necessarily as convenient as on-street
parking and this could be considered but creating on-street parking on the roads is expensive.
Sundberg reviewed a summary by department from 2016 to proposed 2022. The proposed
increases would fund new software maintenance, legal advertising and a .5FTE from the surface
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water fund in the Community Development Fund, new software in the Finance Fund, new joint
powers agreement in the Technology Support Fund, added 1.0 FTE in the Fire Protection/Code
Enforcement Fund, and added 1.0 FTE and added concrete repairs in the Street Maintenance Fund.
Sundberg reviewed the General Fund revenue.
Planning/Community Development Director Wall reviewed the Development Fund and the
changes that have been made due to staffing changes in the Department.
Council Member Urban asked about contracting out street sweeping. Farrell replied that we do
spring and fall and anytime we do patching. He said that the City contracts out road striping
through the County. Urban asked if it makes sense to contract that out like other communities do.
He said that the City needs one sweeper but it’s not a versatile thing, would it make sense to explore
what quotes would look like to contract street sweeping out which would free up public works for
other activities. Farrell said that it’s a matter of level of service and philosophy and that residents
appreciate street sweeping and that he thinks two sweepers are the right number for the City to
have. One sweeper is more of a flicker variety and the other one is a vacuum. Council Member
Youker asked if Farrell had explored sharing one of the vehicles with another city. Farrell said he
has thought about it but it is difficult to share equipment.
Urban asked about looking to see how contracting out the street sweeping works for the city of
Plymouth. Mayor Gunderson said it would be a good idea to do an analysis of how much it costs
to do this twice a year. Farrell said that he will reach out to Plymouth to discuss hiring out the
sweeping.
City Administrator Watson reviewed the City Council and Administration budgets. He talked
about enhancing communications through hiring contractors. Watson also reviewed the Funding
for Outside Agencies, membership dues, some of which are asking for an increase. Gunderson
asked if New Trax will be coming to the City with an update on service numbers. He said he will
ask New Trax for an update/presentation on their shuttle service at an upcoming meeting.
Sundberg reviewed the Finance Department budget. He noted that there is an increase in salaries
due to hiring a full-time accounting tech, a projected increase in professional service fees, and new
financial software.
Watson noted that the budget for contracted legal services is projected to have no change. He said
whenever there is litigation, the City will cover it separately.
Assistant City Administrator Sandvik reviewed City Hall operations budget including salaries,
HVAC, elections, etc. He noted that they are projecting an increase in building and grounds
maintenance, HVAC system.
Watson reviewed the Technology Support budget where they are projecting a $10,000 increase
over 2021 budget amount.
Watson reviewed the Sheriff, Dispatch, CAD and control misc. account budget. They are
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projecting an increase of $75,865 over 2021 budget amount and these increases are for Ramsey
County patrol services, Dispatch, and CAD.
Fire Chief Hearden reviewed the Fire Department budget and said that a majority of the increase
is for salaries and benefits.
Urban said that over the last 5 years there has been a tremendous shift in the Department moving
from a strictly volunteer staffing to full time staffing and that all calls are being dispatched out of
the South Fire Station. He asked as things are being consolidated into one will there be a point
when we will not need multiple pieces of equipment. Hearden said that is correct and the North
Station could be utilized by other departments and we could eventually drop down one or two
pieces of large apparatus.
Farrell reviewed the Central Garage Facility budget with a projected budget decrease.
Farrell then reviewed the Street Maintenance budget where they are proposing a 20.77% increase
most of which would go for salaries (shifting positions around and hiring additional staff) and an
increase in contractual services specifically for concrete replacement. Council Member Goebel
asked why there was a huge increase in this line item in year 2017 which has been ongoing.
Sundberg said that he will look into why there was that increase, and said that he believes it was a
shift of crack sealing from CIP to the General Fund. He said that they will be proposing a $200,000
increase a year for parking lot and trail maintenance/bituminous work. This could allow the City
to do a large parking lot. Staff will be proposing that there be ongoing funding for this purpose.
Sandvik reviewed the Parks and Recreation budget where they are projecting a $16,400 decrease.
The decrease is a result of transferring one FTE to the Surface Water Fund and adding additional
funds for Emerald Ash Borer mitigation and replacing two mowers.
Sandvik noted that the Commons Committee has met a few times but the budget is a hard thing to
guess, and the appetite for use has changed a lot over the years. He noted that overall, they have
been able to keep it pretty stagnant. Sundberg noted that they have put in $260,000 in revenue and
that that may have to be tweaked.
Sundberg reviewed the Community Services fund budget and noted that this fund is basically a
flow through collecting the PEG fees. This fund is also used for donations to the City. It is a flow
through account and is self-sustaining.
Sandvik reviewed the Heritage Days budget which is funded by fundraising, fees and
reimbursements and the fund is used for Heritage Days.
Sandvik reviewed the Solid Waste budget which is a fund that is funded by a SCORE Grant dollars.
The City uses it to off-set cost of waste service. The Council discussed the idea of holding a second
garbage pick-up event.
Watson reviewed the Gambling Fees budget. Revenues are generated by a 10% of the net fee on
gambling revenues generated. These funds are statutorily limited and are currently used for a
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Community Food Program, scholarships, general assistance, emergency assistance, recreational
special events, Heritage Days, and dead animal removal.
Farrell reviewed the Water Utility Fund budget and noted that this fund is funded by the quarterly
utility bills. The Council discussed the expenses incurred under this account for utilities,
administration, and miscellaneous expenses.
Farrell reviewed the Sewer Utility Fund budget which is budgeted for a negative increase. He said
that the biggest increase in expenditures is due to increasing the administrative expense which is
basically from adding value of staff from a different fund and capital spending.
Farrell reviewed the Surface Water Utility Fund budget which is project to increase by $329,100.
A majority of the increase is planned for capital spending. Sundberg noted that the biggest change
to this fund is the admin expense because it is projected to be 5% higher. He said that the City
may need to look at the rate schedule to make some adjustments to cover future expenditures.
2.
2022 Capital Improvement Budget
The Council reviewed the proposed CIP purchases in 2022 including: Sewer Jetting Easement
Machine, South Oak Drive and Oakcrest Drive, Parking Lots and Trails, Replacement of Unit
#118, replacement of Unit #112 and Unit #125.
Farrell reviewed the request to purchase a sewer jetting easement machine, a valuable tool for
maintenance of storm and sanitary sewer in in accessible areas. This machine extends the limits
of the Jetvac.
Farrell reviewed the request that the Council increase the annual CIP contribution by $300,000 to
fund difficult street projects in 2022, specifically for the South Oak Drive and Oakcrest Drive
street improvements. He said that these roads are in need of full reconstruction.
Farrell reviewed the CIP request to consider increasing the annual CIP contribution by $200,000
to provide dedicated funding for immediate parking lot replacements and future trail
improvements.
Farrell reviewed the request for the Council to consider replacement of Unit #118 per CIP planned
expense in 2022. Unit #118 is an Elgin Street Sweeper purchased in 1995. Staff are proposing to
pull some of the funds from Enterprise Funds and the other ½ from increased CIP funds. Farrell
said this is his number one priority this year.
Farrell said his number two priority is a 2009 ¾ ton pickup truck with a plow that the City uses for
daily maintenance activities and winter plowing operations. They don’t have quotes at this time
but they are asking for $50,000.
Farrell said that they are also asking the Council to consider replacement of Unit #125 per CIP
planned expense in 2022. Unit #125 is an Ingersoll Rand Air Compressor. Estimated expense is
$30,000. This is staff’s third priority.
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Farrell also noted that the Conversion of lights to LEC amount of $35,000 is ongoing until all the
lighting has been updated.
Gunderson thanked everyone for their time on this. She said that we can debate the items that have
been presented. She said that she would wish to smooth out the bottom number. She would like
to have some conversations on moving items around through the CIP to make the amount more
consistent. She said the items on the list are necessary to maintain our investments.
Urban if we look at the general fund as proposed and the CIP, do we know what the net effect on
the levy would be. Watson it would be about 11.82%, or a $6.00 per month increase to the medium
household.
Gunderson, if Council has questions, please contact staff. The Budget items will be discussed
again at the August 4th meeting.
Council Member Youker made a motion that the meeting be adjourned. The meeting adjourned.
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Jesse Farrell, PE
City Engineer/Director of Public Works

The City of Vadnais Heights
800 East County Road E
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

651.204.6050 Phone
651.204.6150 Fax
Jesse.Farrell@cityvadnaisheights.com

Memorandum:
TO:

Mayor Gunderson and City Council

FROM:

Jesse Farrell, City Engineer/Director of Public Works

DATE:

July 20, 2021

RE:

Agreement with VLAWMO for Branch 3

Requested Council Action
Adopt the prepared Resolution authorizing the Mayor and City Administrator to enter into an agreement with
VLAWMO for project considerations and maintenance responsibilities associated with the planned Branch 3
project.
Background
VLAWMO and the City have overlapping duties in regards to ditch maintenance. Historically, the
primary ditch is maintained by VLAWMO and the branches by the City. This is a City led project on
Branch 3, and VLAWMO is the public drainage authority. This agreement formalizes the
responsibilities associated with this project.

Attachments:
Resolution
Agreement with VLAWMO
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RESOLUTION NO. 21-07RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF VADNAIS HEIGHTS
RAMSEY COUNTY, MINNESOTA

AGREEMENT WITH VLAWMO FOR MAINTENANCE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE
BRANCH 3 IMPROVEMENTS AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY
ADMINISTRATOR TO SIGN SAID AGREEMENT
WHEREAS, the Branch 3 improvement project will potentially feature new
stormwater management facilities with various ownership and maintenance requirements; and
WHEREAS, both the City and VLAWMO have responsibilities within said project
to own and maintain.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Vadnais
Heights, Ramsey County, Minnesota as follows:
1. The Mayor and City Administrator are hereby authorized and directed to enter into an
agreement with VLAWMO that establishes respective project and maintenance
responsibilities of the Branch 3 improvement project.
This Resolution was declared duly passed and adopted and was signed by the Mayor and attested
to by the City Administrator this 20th day of July, 2021.
Attest:
Heidi Gunderson, Mayor
Kevin Watson, City Administrator
(SEAL)
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DRAFT
5-18-21

DITCH REPAIR AGREEMENT
This Ditch Repair Agreement (“Agreement”) is made and entered into by and between
the Vadnais Lake Area Water Management Organization, a Minnesota joint powers water
management organization, (“VLAWMO”) and the City of Vadnais Heights, a Minnesota
municipal corporation (“City”). VLAWMO and the City may hereinafter be referred to
individually as a “party” or collectively as the “parties.”
RECITALS
A. In 1986 Ramsey County transferred its rights and responsibilities to County Ditches 13 & 14
(“Ditch System”) to VLAWMO.
B. VLAWMO manages the Ditch System pursuant to its authority under Minn. Stat. §§
103B.201-103B.253, not Minn. Stat., Chap. 103E, as provided in Minn. Stat. § 103E.812,
subd. 8 and VLAWMO’s joint powers agreement.
C. In 2018, VLAWMO hired Houston Engineering, Inc. to prepare a repair report (“Report”) to
help VLAWMO identify and plan for maintenance and repair projects on the Ditch System.
D. The City desires to undertake its own project to repair a portion of the Ditch System
identified as Branch #3 (“Branch”), as is more fully described in the attached Exhibit A
(“Project”).
E. The parties agree the City may undertake the Project on the Branch in accordance with the
terms and conditions of this Agreement.
AGREEMENT
In consideration of the mutual undertakings and understandings expressed herein, and
intending to be legally bound, the parties hereby agree as follows:
1. Consent for Project. VLAWMO gives such permissions, consents, and delegates such
authority to the City as may be required to allow the City to undertake the Project on the
Branch in accordance with the terms and conditions of this Agreement.
2. City Responsibilities. The City shall be solely responsible for carrying out the Project
including, but not limited to, all of the following.
a. Design and develop the plans and specifications for the Project. The City shall
provide VLAWMO a full set of the plans and specifications for review and approval
at least 14 days prior to advertising for bids on the Project.
b. Let the contract for construction of the Project with the contractor (“Contractor”)
selected in accordance with all applicable laws.

1
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c. Require the Contractor to indemnify and name VLAWMO as an additional insured on
its commercial general liability policy. The City shall provide VLAWMO a copy of
the contract and a copy of the Contractor’s certification of insurance showing
VLAWMO as an additional insured.
d. Obtain, at its own cost, all permits, permissions, and easements as may be required to
construct the Project.
e. Administer the contract, all aspects of the Project, and inspect the completed work.
f. Perform such other tasks and obtain such other approvals as may be needed to
construct the Project.
g. Provide VLAWMO with record drawings within 90 days of the final payment to the
Contractor.
3. VLAWMO Responsibilities. VLAWMO agrees to do or otherwise perform the following.
a. Promptly review the City’s plans and specifications for the Project and to provide its
comments.
b. This Agreement constitutes a grant of a license to the City to use such easement areas
VLAWMO obtained from the transfer of the Ditch System from the County for the
purposes of completing the Project and to carry out such other activities as identified
in this Agreement. The Report identifies the general location and width of the
ditches, but VLAWMO makes no representations as to the location or width of the
easements it obtained from the County as part of the transfer of the Ditch System.
c. Make a good faith effort to provide information and support to the City’s efforts to
obtain such permits as may be required to construct the Project.
4. Ditch Maintenance. The City agrees to provide the on-going maintenance of the
improvements installed as part of the Project. The City will determine the level of required
maintenance, but its improvements shall be maintained at least at the level required so they
do not obstruct or otherwise interfere with the proper functioning of the Branch.
5. Insurance & Indemnity. The parties each carry policies of liability insurance in at least the
amounts specified as the extent of their individual liability under Minnesota Statutes, section
466.04, as amended. Nothing herein shall be deemed to waive any statutory limits of liability
granted to the parties. Each party agrees to defend, indemnify and hold harmless (including
reasonable attorney’s fees) the other party, its officials, officers, agents and employees from
any liability, claims, demands, damages, personal injury, costs, judgments or expenses
arising from any act or omission of the indemnifying party relating to the Project. Neither
party shall be required to pay to the other party any amount as indemnification under this
Agreement, whether arising pursuant to this Agreement, expressly, by operation of law or
otherwise, in excess of the limits of liability applicable to the indemnifying party under
2
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Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 466, or in the event that Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 466 does
not apply, the maximum amount of insurance coverage available to the indemnifying party.
In those instances in which a party is directly liable for damages as well as for
indemnification to the other party, the combined liability of the indemnifying party shall not
exceed the limits of liability under Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 466 or, in the event that
Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 466 does not apply, the maximum amount of insurance coverage
available to the indemnifying party. To the extent the Project is considered a joint
undertaking of the parties, the total liability of the parties shall not exceed the liability limit
of a single governmental unit as provided in Minnesota Statutes, section 471.59, subdivision
1a. Neither party agrees to accept liability for the acts or omissions of the other party.
6. Employees; Worker’s Compensation. Any and all employees of the City, and all other
persons engaged by the City in the performance of the Project shall not be considered
employees of VLAWMO. Any and all claims that might arise under the Worker’s
Compensation Act or the Unemployment Compensation Act of the State of Minnesota on
behalf of said employees while so engaged, and any and all claims made by any third parties
as a consequence of any act or omission on the part of said employees while so engaged,
shall in no way be the obligation or responsibility of VLAWMO.
7. Audit. Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, section 16C.05, subdivision 5, any books, records,
documents, and accounting procedures and practices of each party relevant to the Agreement
are subject to examination by the other party and either the Legislative Auditor or the State
Auditor as appropriate. The parties agree to maintain these records for a period of at least six
years from completion of the Project.
8. Term. This Agreement shall commence as of the date of the last party to execute it and shall
continue until the Project is completed. The terms of this Agreement shall apply to the ongoing maintenance of the Ditch as provided herein until the parties agreement to repeal this
Agreement or to supersede with a subsequent agreement. The indemnification and audit
obligations shall survive the termination of this Agreement.
9. Entire Agreement. This document, including the recitals and the exhibits (which are
incorporated herein), shall constitute the entire agreement between the parties regarding
construction of the Project. This Agreement supersedes all prior negotiations,
representations, or agreements between the parties regarding the Project, whether written or
oral. No modifications to this Agreement shall be in effect unless they are reduced to writing
and are signed by both Cities.
10. No Third-Party Rights. This Agreement is solely for the benefit of the parties. This
Agreement shall not create or establish any rights in or for the benefit of any third party.
11. Applicable Law. This Agreement shall be interpreted under the laws of Minnesota.
12. Compliance. Each party shall comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws, rules,
regulations, and ordinances, and shall obtain such permits and permissions as may be
required, in carrying out their respective duties under this Agreement.
3
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13. Discrimination. The provisions of Minnesota Statutes, section 181.59 and of any applicable
local ordinance relating to civil rights and discrimination shall be considered a part of this
Agreement as though fully set forth herein.
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this Agreement to be
executed by their respective duly authorized officers effective as of the date of the last party to
execute it.

City of Vadnais Heights

________________________________
Heidi Gunderson, Mayor

________________________________
Kevin Watson, Administrator

________________________________
Date

Vadnais Lake Area Water Management Organization

_______________________________
Its Chair

_________________________________
Its Secretary

_________________________________
Date
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EXHIBIT A
Project Description
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7C
Tim Sandvik
Assistant City Administrator

The City of Vadnais Heights
800 East County Road E
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

651.204.6013 Phone
651.204.6113 Fax
Tim.sandvik@cityvadnaisheights.com

Memorandum:
TO:

Mayor Gunderson and City Council Members

FROM:

Tim Sandvik, Assistant City Administrator

DATE:

July 20, 2021

SUBJECT:

Accept Resignation of Alexandra Geiger

Recommended Council Action
Accept Resignation of Firefighter Alexandra Geiger.
Background
Alexandra Geiger joined the Vadnais Heights Fire Department in 2018. Attached you can find a letter of
resignation.
Attachment(s):Letter of Resignation

7C
June 29th, 2021
Chief Hearden
Vadnais Heights Fire Department
3595 Arcade St N, Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

Chief Hearden,
I wanted to notify you that I will be resigning from my position as a duty crew Firefighter effective
July 1st. I will finish out all of my scheduled shifts until then. It has been an honor to serve Vadnais
Heights these past 2½ years!

Sincerely,
Alex Geiger

7D
Tim Sandvik
Assistant City Administrator

The City of Vadnais Heights
800 East County Road E
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

651.204.6013 Phone
651.204.6113 Fax
tim.sandvik@cityvadnaisheights.com

Memorandum:
TO:

Mayor Gunderson, City Council

FROM:

Tim Sandvik, Assistant City Administrator

DATE:

July 20, 2021

SUBJECT:

Community Engagement Committee Resignation

Requested Council Action
Accept resignation of Leslie Duling McCollam from the Community Engagement Committee
Background
Leslie Duling McCollam submitted her resignation from the Community Engagement Committee on
June 22, 2021.
Appointed bodies who serve the City in a voluntary capacity inevitabily see turnover on an ongoing
basis. Staff would like to thank Leslie Duling McCollum for her contributions to the Community
Engagement Committee over the past year.

7E
Kevin P. Watson
City Administrator

The City of Vadnais Heights
800 East County Road E
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

651.204.6010 Phone
651.204.6110 Fax
kevin.watson@cityvadnaisheights.com

Memorandum:
TO:

Mayor Gunderson and City Council Members

FROM:

Kevin P. Watson, City Administrator

DATE:

July 20, 2021

SUBJECT:

Lawful One-Day Gambling Permit for Ducks Unlimited Chapter 209

Recommended City Council Action
Approve the application for a Minnesota Lawful Gambling Permit LG 220 submitted by Ducks Unlimited
Chapter 209 to allow a raffle on Tuesday, August 24, 2021 at Jimmy’s Conference Center, 3565 LaBore
Road.
Background
Ducks Unlimited Chapter 209 wishes to hold a raffle at Jimmy’s Conference Center on Tuesday, August
24, 2021. This organization has held similar events in our City in the past without any problems and has
submitted their IRS letter showing their parent organization is a nonprofit 501(c) organization and the
charter letter from their parent organization recognizing that they are a subordinate.

Enclosures
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7F
Kevin P. Watson
City Administrator

The City of Vadnais Heights
800 East County Road E
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

651.204.6010 Phone
651.204.6110 Fax
kevin.watson@cityvadnaisheights.com

Memorandum:
TO:

Mayor Gunderson and City Council Members

FROM:

Kevin P. Watson, City Administrator

DATE:

July 20, 2021

SUBJECT:

For Profit Solicitor’s Permit – Moxie Services Minnesota LLC dba Joshua’s Pest Control

Recommended Council Action
Recommend the City Council consider approving the request by Moxie Services Minnesota LLC dba
Joshua’s Pest Control for a For-Profit Solicitors License to go door-to-door to residential properties for
the purpose of adding new service and upgrading of existing accounts, beginning July 21, 2021 through
July 20, 2022, providing the following conditions must be met:
1. Activities shall follow the requirements of Division 4, Licensing and Registration of Peddlers,
Solicitors, and Canvassers, of the City Code;
2. The only persons allowed to solicit per the criminal history checks performed by Ramsey County
are: Jayden Herring Schouten, Robert Daryl Millard, Tyran Fred Schouten, Jay Donald Herring,
and Mckayla Lynn Sanders.
3. The license is effective from July 21, 2021 through July 20, 2022; and
4. The hours allowed to solicit are 9:00 a.m. to dusk or 7:00 p.m. (whichever is earlier),
Monday through Saturday.
Background
Moxie Services Minnesota dba Joshua’s Pest Control is a new solicitor to Vadnais Heights, but has
performed this type of activity in others areas of the metro area. Joshua’s Pest Control has requested that
five of their employees be allowed to go door-to-door to residential properties only to solicit from 9 a.m.
until dusk or 7 p.m., whichever is earlier.
Per the City Code an applicant is ineligible for a license if they have been convicted within the past five
years from the date of application, for any violation of any Federal or State statute or regulation, of and
any local ordinance, which adversely reflects on the person’s ability to conduct the business for which
the license is being sought in an honest and legal manner or that will adversely affect the health, safety
and welfare of the residents of the City. All the background checks came back with no violations.
Enclosures
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7G
Jessica Currier
Recreation Assistant

The City of Vadnais Heights
800 East County Road E
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

651.204.6061 Phone
651.204.6160 Fax
jessica.currier@cityvadnaisheights.com

Memorandum:
TO:

Mayor Heidi Gunderson and City Council Members

FROM:

Jessica Currier, Recreation Assistant

DATE:

July 20, 2021

SUBJECT:

Accept and Acknowledge 2021 Heritage Days Grant/Donations

Recommended Council Action
Accept and acknowledge the following contributors to Heritage Days:
Monetary Donations:
Twin Cities Orthopedics
Heavy Equipment Repair
Jacon LLC
Macaluso’s Roadhouse
Dey Distributing
Vadnais Heights Area Community Foundation
Children’s Discovery Academy
Urban’s Farm & Greenhouses

$ 250.00
$ 250.00
$ 750.00
$ 250.00
$ 100.00
$ 500.00
$ 250.00
$ 150.00

TOTAL

$ 2,500.00

Background
2021 is the 46th year of the city’s Heritage Days Festival. The dates are August 9-15. Most of the events
are possible due to the contributions of time and funds from many individuals, organizations, and
businesses.
Donations received for Heritage Days are formally accepted by the City Council, as required by State
Law, and an appropriate thank you note is sent out. Donations will be put into the Heritage Days
Donation Account 225-000-36012.
Donations go directly to Heritage Days expenses including fireworks, music and entertainment, tents,
tables, chairs, portable bathrooms, supplies, and event promotion. We are very fortunate to have
community support for this annual city festival.

7H
Tim Sandvik
Assistant City Administrator

The City of Vadnais Heights
800 East County Road E
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

651.204.6013 Phone (direct)
Tim.Sandvik@cityvadnaisheights.com

Memorandum:
TO:

Mayor Gunderson and City Council Members

FROM:

Tim Sandvik, Assistant City Administrator

DATE:

July 20, 2021

SUBJECT:

2021 Employee Picnic

Requested Council Action
Approve Thursday, July 29, 2021 as the date for the 2021 Annual Employee Picnic and authorize City
Offices to be closed from 11:30 a.m. -1:30 p.m.
Background
As a part of the approval process for the annual budget by the City Council, a section including employee
recognition recognizes an annual picnic for all staff. In order for all employees to be able to participate,
staff requests the closing of City offices from 11:30am – 1:30pm on July 29, 2021.
Funding for the food and beverages have been previously budgeted for.

7I
Tim Sandvik
Assistant City Administrator

The City of Vadnais Heights
800 East County Road E
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

651.204.6013 Phone
651.204.6113 Fax
Tim.sandvik@cityvadnaisheights.com

Memorandum:
TO:

Mayor Gunderson and City Council Members

FROM:

Tim Sandvik, Assistant City Administrator

DATE:

July 20, 2021

SUBJECT:

Accept Officer Resignation of Firefighter Dirk Palmgren

Recommended Council Action
Accept Officer Resignation of Firefighter Dirk Palmgren.
Background
Dirk Palmgren joined the Vadnais Heights Fire Department in December of 2013; most recently serving
as a Lieutenant. Stepping down from the officer position will allow Mr. Palmgren some additional
flexibility in the (shift) bidding process. Mr. Palmgren will continue to serve the Fire Department as a
Firefighter.

7J
Bob Sundberg
Finance Director

The City of Vadnais Heights
800 East County Road E
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

651.204.6020 Phone
651.204.6120 Fax
bob.sundberg@cityvadnaisheights.com

Memorandum:
TO:

Mayor Gunderson and City Council Members

FROM:

Bob Sundberg, Finance Director

DATE:

July 20, 2021

SUBJECT:

Financial Software Replacement

Recommended Council Action
Authorize the City Administrator to execute a contract for a cloud-based version of Springbrook
financial software.
Background
The City’s current version of Springbrook software is decades old and runs on a Windows 7 server. Due
to security concerns with the Windows 7 platform, as it is no longer supported by Microsoft and
consequently doesn’t receive security upgrades, Metro INET has insisted that the City stop using the
software. The risks of outside intrusion into the Metro INET network via the Windows 7 portal has
become too great. The proposed software is cloud based and should minimize any risk to the Metro
INET network.
The proposed annual fee for the software is $6,500 in the first year. The annual escalator is 5%. The not
to exceed training/implementation costs are $13,200. Based on staff research, this option is the lowest
cost option for governmental accounting software. Additionally, as it is the same vendor the City
currently uses, certain efficiencies will be realized. The City has incurred zero costs for financial
software for the past several years as it has opted out of the annual support agreement. Currently
budgeted funds are sufficient to implement the software this year.
The proposed contract will be reviewed by the City Attorney before execution. A copy of the proposed
contract will be provided prior to the Council meeting.

Order Form
City of Vadnais Heights, MN
07-16-2021
City of Vadnais Heights, MN: Finance
Expiration Date: 07-30-2021

Dear Bob Sundberg,

Thank you for the opportunity to submit this order form in the amount of $19,700.00.
All of us at Springbrook are working to provide the best possible solutions for your agency and your
citizens.
Our goal is nothing short of your 100% satisfaction.
Thank you for being a valued customer.

Sincerely,

Ryan Combs
Ryan Combs

springbrooksoftware.com | info@sprbrk.com | 866-777-0069
2/7

Annual Product Pricing
Item Name

Rate

Finance Suite Subscription

Quantity
$9,107.28

Discount %
1

Net Price
28.63%

$6,500.00

Discount

28.63%

Products Total Net Price

$6,500.00

Estimated Professional Services Pricing
Item Name
Standard Professional
Services

Rate

Description

Quantity

$179.00 Finance Suite Implementation and
Training

Net Price

32.96%

$13,200.00

Discount

32.96%

Estimated Professional Services Total Net Price

$13,200.00

Grand Total:

110

Discount
%

$19,700.00

* Excludes Applicable Sales Tax

springbrooksoftware.com | info@sprbrk.com | 866-777-0069
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Order Details
General Information
Customer Name:

City of Vadnais Heights, MN

Customer Contact:

Bob Sundberg

Customer Address:

800 County Road E East, Saint Paul, Minnesota, United States,
55127

Governing Agreement(s):

This Order Form is governed by the applicable terms found at:
MSA: https://sprbrk.box.com/v/sprbrk-saas-terms
MLA: https://sprbrk.app.box.com/v/sprbrk-onpremise-terms
Professional Services: https://sprbrk.app.box.com/v/sprbrk-svcsterms

Term(s):

3 year

Order Terms
Items Ordered

Order Start Date

Professional Services Orders

Date of the last signature on the Order Form

Managed Services

Date of the last signature on the Order Form

Software Licenses, Subscriptions,
Maintenance and Hosting (New)

The earlier of a) date of delivery** of software or login to hosted software to Customer or b) 60 days after
last signature on the Order Form

Software Licenses, Subscriptions,
Maintenance and Hosting (Renewal)

The day after expiration of your last order of the
same product

Special Order Terms

None

**The date of delivery of software to the Customer is the date the software is made available to the customer, either by
delivery of software or delivery of first log-in to a hosted environment, which may be either a test or production environment.
This date of delivery is frequently earlier than the dates professional services are completed, the Customer completes user
acceptance testing, the Customer distributes additional log-ins to end users, and the Customer go-live in a production
environment.

springbrooksoftware.com | info@sprbrk.com | 866-777-0069
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Order Duration
• Any Software Licenses or Hardware are one-time, non-refundable purchases.
• Subscriptions, Maintenance, Hosting and Support (“Recurring Services”) continue from
the Order Start Date through the term listed in this Order Form (or if not listed, 1 year).

• Orders for Recurring Services auto-renew unless the Customer or Springbrook provides a written notice
of non-renewal at least sixty (60) days before the end of the Order Term

• Subscription Service fees and any other recurring fees will be subject to an automatic annual increase
by not more than five percent (5%) of the prior year’s Subscription Service fees ("Standard Annual Price
Increase").

Invoice Timing and Delivery
• Invoices are delivered electronically via e-mail to the billing contact on file for the Customer. Customer
invoices are issued for the full amount of software and services purchased as follows:

Items Ordered

Invoice Timing

Professional Services Orders

Monthly for services in the prior month* unless
specified in Special Professional Services
Invoicing Terms

Managed Services and Annual Report Services

Managed Services, Report Services, begin upon the
order start date and continue through June 30 of
signed year. Specialized training services begin upon
order start date and continue for four months.
Other specialized support services within Managed
Services, begin upon order start date for one year.

Software Licenses and Hardware

Customer signature on Order Form

Subscriptions, Maintenance and Hosting (New)

Customer signature on Order Form

Software Licenses, Subscriptions, Maintenance and
Hosting (Renewal)

60 days in advance of the Order Start Date

CivicPay Transactions

Monthly for transactions in the prior month

*Professional Services pricing is based on expected hours using Springbrook’s standard implementation methodology. Actual
hours and billings may vary from this estimate. Please note that only when project costs exceed $5,000 of this estimate, a
signed change order will be required to continue work – changes under $5,000 will continue to be delivered and billed
accordingly.

springbrooksoftware.com | info@sprbrk.com | 866-777-0069
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Special Order Terms
Special Order Terms

None

In the event of an inconsistency between this Order Form, any governing
agreement, purchase order, or invoice, the Order Form shall govern as it pertains to this
transaction.

Payment Terms
Payment Terms

Net 30

Special Invoicing Terms

None

Special Professional
Service Invoicing Terms
Billing Contact
Billing Email
If the Customer requires a PO number on invoices, Customer must provide Springbrook with the PO
number and a copy of the PO prior to invoice issuance. If a PO number is not provided prior to the
invoice issuance date, invoices issued on this Order Form will be valid without a PO reference.
PO# (If required):

springbrooksoftware.com | info@sprbrk.com | 866-777-0069
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As Buyer, by signing you agree to the terms and conditions as set forth in this agreement.
Agency Representative
%BNAM%

%BTIT%

%BSIG%

BUYER SIGNATURE
%BDAT%

BUYER SIGNATURE DATE
As Seller, by signing you agree to the terms and conditions as set forth in this agreement.
Springbrook Representative
%SNAM%

%STIT%

%SSIG%

SELLER SIGNATURE
%SDAT%

SELLER SIGNATURE DATE

springbrooksoftware.com | info@sprbrk.com | 866-777-0069
7/7

7K
Kevin Watson
City Administrator

The City of Vadnais Heights
800 East County Road E
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

651.204.6010 Phone
651.204.6110 Fax
Kevin.watson@cityvadnaisheights.com

Memorandum:
TO:

Mayor Gunderson and City Council Members

FROM:

Kevin Watson, City Administrator

DATE:

July 20, 2021

SUBJECT:

Common Interest Agreement related to White Bear Lake Restoration Association

Background
Attached you’ll find a memo and agreement from Caroline’s office to combine legal efforts on the sprinkling ban
implemented by DNR. If there’s interest in a discussion, we’ve set up a potential closed session for after the
meeting if you desire.

7K

7K

7K

7K

7K

7K

7K

7K

7K

9A
Night to Unite 2021
Proclamation
CITY OF VADNAIS HEIGHTS
WHEREAS, the Minnesota Crime Prevention Association, along with AAA, and local law
enforcement agencies are sponsoring a statewide program called Night to Unite on August 3,
2021; and
WHEREAS, Night to Unite is designed to get to know one another in the City of Vadnais
Heights, build neighborhood involvement by bringing police and communities together; and to
bring an awareness to crime prevention and local law enforcement efforts; and
WHEREAS, Night to Unite supports the idea that crime prevention is an inexpensive, effective
tool in strengthening police and community partnerships; and
WHEREAS, Night to Unite provides opportunities to celebrate the ongoing work of law
enforcement and neighborhoods in Vadnais Heights by working together to fight crime and
victimization and increase public safety for all citizens; and
WHEREAS, the citizens of Vadnais Heights play an important role in assisting the Ramsey
County Sheriff’s Office through joint crime, drug and violence prevention efforts;
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Mayor Heidi Gunderson, and WE, Council Members, Patricia Youker,
Greg Urban, Erik Goebel, and Steve Rogers, DO HEREBY CALL UPON ALL CITIZENS OF
VADNAIS HEIGHTS, RAMSEY COUNTY, to participate in Night to Unite on Tuesday, August
3, 2021.
FURTHER, LET IT BE RESOLVED THAT I, Mayor Heidi Gunderson, and WE, Council
Members, Patricia Youker, Greg Urban, Erik Goebel, and Steve Rogers, do hereby proclaim
Tuesday, August 3, 2021, as Night to Unite in Vadnais Heights, Ramsey County, Minnesota.
_________________________
Mayor, Heidi Gunderson
_________________________
Council Member, Steve Rogers

__________________________
Council Member, Greg Urban

_________________________
Council Member, Erik Goebel

__________________________
Council Member, Patricia Youker

_________________
Date

Attested by: _________________________
City Administrator, Kevin Watson

11A
Christopher T. Hearden
Fire Chief

Vadnais Heights Fire Department
3595 Arcade Street
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

651.204.6043 Phone
651.204.6143 Fax
Christopher.Hearden@cityvadnaisheights.com

Memorandum:
TO:

Mayor Gunderson and City Council

FROM:

Chris Hearden, Fire Chief

DATE:

July 20, 2021

SUBJECT:

Notice of Public Nuisance Abatement – 1311 East County Road D Circle

Recommended Council Action
The Mayor to continue the hearing which she opened on June 15th and extended to July 20th after a
request for more time was made by Mr. Scherer.
Background Information
Staff has been addressing code violations on the property located at 1311 East County Road D Circle
since 2018. Of late, we have received multiple complaints on the condition of the property. Since the
June 15th Council meeting, when the Mayor extended the hearing to July 20th, there has been no
improvements made to the property.
The Mayor will reopen the hearing on July 20th. The Mayor will also briefly make a record that,
although legal service was not completed by the Sheriff’s Department, until approximately June 14, the
letter was mailed by first class mail to the two individuals that would not accept delivery on
5/4/2021. Thus, actual notice was given several weeks before legal service was completed.
Attachement(s):

Photos

L:\Council Meetings\2021\Regular Meeting\072021\Lemkie Hearing Continuation.docx
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Tim Sandvik
Assistant City Administrator

The City of Vadnais Heights
800 East County Road E
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

651.204.6013 Phone (direct)
Tim.Sandvik@cityvadnaisheights.com

Memorandum:
TO:

Mayor Gunderson and City Council Members

FROM:

Tim Sandvik, Assistant City Administrator

DATE:

July 20, 2021

SUBJECT:

Continue Kennel License for 4511 Bramblewood Ave

Requested Council Action
Approve continuation for a Kennel License at 4511 Bramblewood as was approved by the Council on
March 16, 2021.
Background
At the March 16, 2021 City Council meeting, the Council held a Public Hearing to consider a Kennel
License as defined by City Code - Chapter 6, Article III, Division 2. At that time, staff (including the
Animal Control Officer) presented to Council their recommendation of conditional approval. After the
applicant was heard and the Public Hearing was held, Council made motion for approval with an
additional caveat of reviewing the licensure at the July 20, 2021 City Council meeting. All conditions
continue to be met and staff (including the Animal Control Officer) have received zero complaints
regarding the applicant and approved licensure.
Attachment(s):
March 16, 2021 City Council item 10B
(Approved) Minutes from the March 16, 2021 City Council item 10B
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Tim Sandvik
Assistant City Administrator

The City of Vadnais Heights
800 East County Road E
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

651.204.6013 Phone
651.204.6100 Fax
tim.sandvik@cityvadnaisheights.com

Memorandum:
TO:

Mayor Gunderson and City Council Members

FROM:

Tim Sandvik, Assistant City Administrator

DATE:

March 16, 2021

SUBJECT:

Request for Council Action
Kennel License – 4511 Bramblewood Avenue

Recommended Council Action
Open the public hearing and take public comment, and then approve a Kennel License for 4511
Bramblewood Avenue, with conditions.
Description of the Request
The applicant/property owner is requesting a Kennel License to allow five dogs to reside on the premises
while their son and daughter-in-law move in for approximately two years.
Background
According to Chapter 6 of the City Code, no person is allowed to keep more than three domestic animals,
of which no more than two can be dogs, without a kennel license. Chapter 6 of the City Code contains
specific standards for kennels and requires a public hearing before the City Council.
Analysis
The applicant is the property owner. The property owner currently has two dogs. The property owners
son and daughter-in-law will be moving in for approximately two years while the daughter-in-law
finishes her graduate degree. As a result, more than two dogs will reside on the premises and a kennel
license is required. In addition to conducting a public hearing, the Code requires the applicant to get
approval from a majority of property owners within 350 feet of the subject property. In this case, the
notice area includes 45 properties when subtracting the applicant. The petition included signatures from
24 of the property owners from the surrounding area, so the applicable requirements are met. In addition,
the Animal Control Officer inspected the property and the animals and reported no issues.
Public Hearing Notice
According to Chapter 6, Section 6-106 of the City Code, concerning application for a kennel license, a
public hearing shall be held by the City Council, with mailed notices of not less than ten days prior to
hearing, to property owners within 350 feet of subject parcel of land. Notices were mailed on February
22, 2021 to 45 residences that were within the 350 feet of the subject parcel of land. The Council may
either deny or approve the application with or without conditions, including establishing a review or trial
period.
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Action Requested
If the City Council desires to implement staff’s recommendation, after closing the public hearing, pass a
motion to APPROVE A KENNEL LICENSE AT 4511 BRAMBLEWOOD AVENUE with the following
conditions:
1. The applicant shall provide license information and proof of animal vaccinations for each dog.
2. The Animal Control Officer shall conduct an inspection of the subject property prior to issuance.
3. If necessary, the applicant shall renew the license within one year, in compliance with the
applicable Code standards and procedures.
This matter requires a simple majority vote.
Attachments:
• Aerial map

•

Kennel Application, including supporting materials
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requirements of City Code Chapter 38, Article IV, Section 601(11); and 4)
Compliance with the conditions included in the Fire Chief’s memorandum,
dated 02/22/21, and Director of Public Works/City Engineer’s
memorandum, dated 03/09/21.”
Ayes – 5

Nays – 0

The resolution was adopted.
B.

Kennel License Application at 4511 Bramblewood Avenue
Assistant City Administrator Sandvik noted that before the Council for action is an
application from Todd Anderson for a Kennel License at 4511 Bramblewood Avenue.
Sandvik reviewed City Code requirements and the application process.
Mayor Gunderson opened the public hearing at 7:12 p.m. for kennel license application at
4511 Bramblewood Avenue.
Kimberly Westerholm, 4450 Oakhurst, spoke about her concern about the possible sound
level with 5 dogs at a residence during a summer afternoon. Westerholm said she
understands the need for a kennel license to give the property owner some assurances. She
suggested tabling action on this request until the 5 dogs have been at the home for three
months to see what the noise level is when the weather warms and people are outside.
The applicant, Todd Anderson, 4511 Bramblewood Avenue, said they have contacted all
the neighbors and that all the adjacent neighbors offered to come before the City Council
in support of the kennel license. He noted that they have correction collars for all of the
dogs and they never go outside without someone being out with them and that they use the
barking collars whenever necessary.
Council Member Urban asked the applicant if he can assure the Council that there will not
be five dogs barking all summer long. Urban asked if additional conditions could be built
into this license approval. City Attorney Beckman stated that the City does have a barking
ordinance and has sited people for violations. She said the Council could add a condition
to the license that there be no barking violations and that if there are too many complaints
for this address their kennel license would be revoked or, perhaps too many complaints
filed with the County Sheriff’s office could mean revocation of the license. Beckman said
that the Council definitely has the discretion to add conditions to the license. She said that
the Council could condition the license subject to a 3 month review period and that after 3
months with no violations the license would be approved or the license would be revoked.
Council Member Goebel asked if Ms. Westerholm would indicate that she would be open
to reviewing this in 3 months and the applicant would agree, he would then approve the
application today with a review period. Mayor Gunderson said she could agree with that
also. Beckman said it could be done administratively, reviewed by City staff or it could be
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brought back to the Council. Assistant Administrator Sandvik said that the Council would
have the authority to revoke the license at any time. Westerholm said she would prefer it
to be brought back before the Council for review.
Dave Probst, 4450 Oakhurst, suggested that the City do a trial period for 4 months to allow
enough time to experience the five dogs at the residence and see if there is any nuisance
barking since they may not be moving in until sometime in May.
There being no one else that wished to speak, Gunderson closed the Public Hearing at 7:47
p.m.
Upon motion by Urban, seconded by Youker, it was
21-03-051

“RESOLVED that the Council approve the Kennel License for 4511
Bramblewood Avenue, with conditions subject to Council review at the July
20, 2021 Council meeting.”
Ayes – 5

Nays – 0

The resolution was adopted.
C.

Ordinance No. 750 Amending the 2021 Fee Schedule
Administrator Watson noted that before the Council is Ordinance No. 750 Amending the
2021 Fee Schedule to adjust the rates for minor changes found during the update to the
City’s permitting process plus a few other minor updates that weren’t made in the previous
revision.
Mayor Gunderson opened the Public Hearing at 7:49 p.m. There being no one that wished
to speak, Gunderson closed the Public Hearing at 7:49 p.m.
Upon motion by Urban, seconded by Goebel, it was
21-03-052

“RESOLVED that the Council adopts Ordinance No. 750 as presented.”
Ayes – 5

Nays – 0

The resolution was adopted.
OLD BUSINESS
A.

Consider Approving the Plans and Specs for the 2021-1 Street Improvements Project and
Authorizing Advertisement for Bids
Public Works Director/City Engineer Farrell noted that before the Council for
consideration is a resolution for approval of the Plan and Specs for the 2021-1 Street
Improvements Project and authorization to advertise for bids with an April 15, 2021 bid
due date. Farrell noted that this is the next step in the improvement process.
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The City of Vadnais Heights
800 East County Road E
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

651.204.6013 Phone (direct)
Tim.Sandvik@cityvadnaisheights.com

Memorandum:
TO:

Mayor Gunderson and City Council Members

FROM:

Tim Sandvik, Assistant City Administrator

DATE:

July 20, 2021

SUBJECT:

Community Survey – Morris Leatherman Company

Requested Council Action
Authorize City Administrator to execute contract for services (agreement) with The Morris Leatherman
Company (MLC) to conduct a Community Survey.
Background
In the spring of 2019, the City Council hosted a Goal Setting Session to establish Top Priorities and
Objectives for the City Council in 2019-2020. Item 5 was titled “Develop communication/engagement
strategies for greater community participation”. In early 2020, staff met with Mayor Gunderson to explore
how this might be best facilitated (staff time, additional staff, contracted services, etc…). Unfortunately,
this conversation halted in March due to the pandemic. Starting the discussion again in June of 2020,
Council reestablished the desire of increased and improved communication and engagement with
residents. In July, the Council approved the formation of the Community Engagement Committee (CEC).
Recognizing the continued importance, Council again identified “Enhance communication and
engagement strategies for community participation” as Item 3 during the 2021-2022 Goal Setting Session.
At the April 20, 2021 City Council Workshop, following six months of CEC meetings and discussions,
staff presented CEC recommendations to the City Council. One priority the Council immediately
supported was conducting a Community Survey. At the June 15, 2021 City Council meeting, City staff
presented two options from professional organizations who conduct this work. The City Council directed
staff to pursue an agreement with The Morris Leatherman Company and bring back for approval.
Attached to this agenda item is the proposed contract for services (agreement).
Staff will facilitate a discussion on the process and will be happy to respond to questions, comments, and
concerns.
Attachment(s):

Contract for Services
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AGREEMENT
PREAMBLE

W

hereas, The Morris Leatherman Company, (hereinafter referred to as MLC) offers its

services to organizations in the public and private sectors for the purpose of conducting market
research by telephone survey to ascertain such information as may be requested by its clients,
and

W

hereas, the City of Vadnais Heights (hereinafter referred to as CLIENT) wishes to
employ MLC (as an independent contractor) for the above stated purpose, MLC and CLIENT
agree to the following terms, conditions, and fees governing such employment.

SERVICES
(A.)

MLC shall conduct telephone surveys: the sample size of which shall be 400 completed
interviews with City of Vadnais Heights residents.

(B.)

MLC will submit the questionnaire for the survey to CLIENT for its approval prior to the
commencement of interviews. The specific details of the survey as to timing,
questionnaire content, and population sample to be surveyed (except as otherwise
specified in paragraph A) shall be mutually agreed upon by the parties as circumstances
may require. In the event the parties fail to agree, CLIENT shall have the final authority
to determine the subject matter content of the survey, while MLC shall have final
authority to determine the specific wording of questions on the questionnaire and the
specific individuals within the given population to be sampled. MLC shall not be
obligated to ask questions of persons interviewed in addition to those questions included
on the approved questionnaire or to provide data or interpretations with respect to topics
or issues not covered by the questionnaire. MLC will proceed with a survey only after it
receives notice of CLIENT’s approval of the questionnaire.

(C.)

The survey shall be commenced as soon as is practicable following:
(1)

Approval of the questionnaire by CLIENT, and

1
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(2)
(D.)

the total survey cost is paid.

Upon payment of all fees due to date, MLC shall furnish to CLIENT a written report of
the survey results including interpretations which may be reasonably drawn there from.
At that time, CLIENT, in consultation with MLC, will schedule meetings for the
presentation and discussion of these results. Further time commitments of MLC
personnel deemed needed by CLIENT shall be billed upon a mutually agreed-to hourly
basis prior to their execution.

FEES
(A.)

CLIENT shall remit to MLC fees in the amounts, at the times, and in the manner
specified hereunder: The fee shall be $26,000.00 for a 165 question survey. Each
additional question will be $150.00.

(B.)

All fees due under this agreement shall be payable by ordinary check, except that MLC
reserves the right to require payment by certified check, after having given CLIENT three
days notice of such requirement.

PROPRIETARY RIGHTS AND DISCLOSURE
The written report required under Section II (D.) shall become the sole property of CLIENT after
payment to MLC of the TOTAL AMOUNT required in Section III. The survey questionnaires
and replies and all related data, materials, and information shall remain the property of MLC.
MLC agrees not to divulge or use for any purpose, including but not limited to advertising and
public relations, the information obtained in the survey without the written consent of CLIENT;
provided, however, if the data or results of the survey are directly or indirectly made public by
CLIENT or anyone else, MLC may make public the following information: the population from
which the sample was taken, the method of obtaining the interviews, including the size and
design of the sample, and the basis of the data if the sample is less than the total sample, the
dates and times when the interviews were conducted, the exact wording of questions asked and
the client’s name. CLIENT agrees that if it or anyone else acting on its behalf wishes to release
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in whole or in part to the public by press release, speech, or otherwise, the data or results of the
survey or contents of the written report, that CLIENT or such other person will first notify MLC
in writing, and that there will be also stated in the release, speech, or otherwise, that the survey
was done by THE MORRIS LEATHERMAN COMPANY, OF MINNEAPOLIS,
MINNESOTA. CLIENT further understands and agrees that the names and addresses of
interviewers used by MLC and the names and/or addresses of persons sampled are confidential
and will not be made available to CLIENT.

EXCLUSION OF WARRANTIES
MLC agrees to utilize its best efforts to insure the accuracy of any survey by it pursuant to this
Agreement. However, it is specifically understood and agreed that nothing in this Agreement, or
any survey or written report furnished under Section II (D.), shall be considered as either a
prediction or guarantee of the results of any election or the outcome of any event, and any
representations or warranties, express or implied, to that effect are hereby excluded. In addition,
TMLC shall not be responsible or liable for any failure by it to conduct any survey or render any
written report if such failure results from labor disturbances, fires, floods, wars, riots, civil
disturbances, and other events beyond the control of MLC.

MODIFICATIONS
Modifications of this Agreement shall not be enforceable unless in writing and signed by the
party to be charged. Neither parties’ waiver of any rights due him/her under this Agreement
shall have the effect of waiving other or subsequent rights due hereunder.

MISCELLANEOUS
(A.)

This Agreement merges and supersedes all other agreements, verbal and written, between
the parties and represents all agreements between them and binds their administrators,
heirs, successors, and assignees.
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(B.)

Any provision of this Agreement which may be held unenforceable shall be severable
and the balance of the Agreement enforced.

(C.)

CLIENT agrees that it shall comply with all laws respecting disclosure of this
Agreement.

(D.)

MLC agrees that it shall comply with all laws in connection with its performance under
this Agreement.

(E.)

This agreement may be subject to amendment based upon the mutual consent of both
parties.

(F.)

MLC shall indemnify and hold harmless the CLIENT and its agents and employees
from and against all claims, damages, losses and expenses including but not limited to
attorney’s fees arising directly or indirectly out of this project.

I

n witness whereof, the parties affix their signature on this __th day of July, 2021.

By:

The Morris Leatherman Company

___________________________ its
Managing Partner
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___

__________________

By:

City of Vadnais Heights
___________________________its
________________________________________________________
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Nolan W. Wall, AICP
Planning/Community Development Director
651.204.6027 Phone
651.204.6100 Fax
nolan.wall@cityvadnaisheights.com
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The City of Vadnais Heights
800 East County Road E
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

Memorandum:
TO:

Mayor Gunderson and City Council Members

FROM:

Nolan Wall, Planning/Community Development Director

DATE:

July 20, 2021

SUBJECT:

Request for Council Action
Planning Case 21-010
City Code Amendments

Recommended Council Action
Adopt the attached ordinance amending the City Code.
Description of the Request
The City is proposing amendments to Chapter 38 of the City Code concerning definitions, the C-1 District,
and breweries contained in the attached DRAFT Ordinance 753.
Discussion
The City is using its legislative authority when considering action on a City Code amendment request and
has broad discretion; the only limitations are that actions must be constitutional, rational, and in some way
related to protecting the health, safety and general welfare of the public.
Action Timeline
There is no applicable action timeline in this case due to the request being city-initiated.
Background
The City is proposing amendments to several sections of the City Code to accommodate a potential use
on the Garceau Corner redevelopment site within the C-1 District and update certain definitions related to
applicable state statute.
Planning Commission Recommendation
The Planning Commission recommended unanimous approval of the request in this case; there were no
public comments. The staff report, including the application materials, and DRAFT minutes are attached.
Action Requested
If the City Council desires to implement the Planning Commission’s recommendation, pass a motion
adopting AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CITY CODE CHAPTER 4, ARTICLE I, SECTION 4-1,
CONCERNING ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, AND CHAPTER 38, ARTICLE I, SECTION 38-3,
CONCERNING DEFINITIONS, AND ARTICLE III, DIVISION 6, CONCERNING THE
COMMERCIAL ONE (C-1) DISTRICT, AND ARTICLE IV, SECTION 38-623, CONCERNING
BREWERIES, SMALL BREWERIES, MICROBREWERIES, MICRO-DISTILLERIES, WINERIES,
TAPROOMS, AND COCKTAIL ROOMS.
July 20, 2021 City Council Memorandum: Planning Case 21-010
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Any consideration by the City Council to deny the proposed request in this case requires adopting a
resolution including findings of fact supporting the decision. As a result, staff would recommend that the
City Council discuss the required findings and pass a motion to (1) TABLE THE REQUEST; AND (2)
DIRECT STAFF TO EXTEND THE APPLICATION REVIEW PERIOD AN ADDITIONAL 60 DAYS,
IN COMPLIANCE WITH MINN. STAT. SEC. 15.99; AND (3) PREPARE A RESOLUTION OF
DENIAL FOR CONSIDERATION AT AN UPCOMIMG MEETING.
This matter requires a simple majority vote to approve.
Attachments:
• DRAFT Ordinance 753
• DRAFT 06.22.21 Planning Commission minutes
• Staff report, including supporting materials

July 20, 2021 City Council Memorandum: Planning Case 21-010
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CITY OF VADNAIS HEIGHTS
ORDINANCE NO. 753
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CITY CODE CHAPTER 4, ARTICLE I, SECTION 4-1,
CONCERNING ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, AND CHAPTER 38, ARTICLE I,
SECTION 38-3, CONCERNING DEFINITIONS, AND ARTICLE III, DIVISION 6,
CONCERNING THE COMMERCIAL ONE (C-1) DISTRICT, AND ARTICLE IV,
SECTION 38-623, CONCERNING BREWERIES, SMALL BREWERIES,
MICROBREWERIES, MICRO-DISTILLERIES, WINERIES, TAPROOMS, AND
COCKTAIL ROOMS
The City Council of the City of Vadnais Heights does hereby ordain:
I.
Chapter 4, Article I, Section 4-1 (Definitions) of the City Code is hereby amended to read as
follows (strikethrough indicates deletions; underline indicates additions):
Brewery means a malt liquor beverage production facility which manufactures more than 3,500
barrels of malt liquor in a calendar year, pursuant to M.S.A. § 340A.301.
Microbrewery means a brewer who manufactures fewer than 2,000 barrels of malt liquor in a
year.
Microdistillery means a distillery producing premium, distilled spirits in total quantity not to
exceed 3,500 proof gallons in a calendar year, consistent with M.S.A. § 340A.22.
Microdistillery means a distillery operated within the state producing premium, distilled spirits in
total quantity not to exceed 40,000 proof gallons in a calendar year.
Small Brewery means a brewer who manufactures 2,000 to 3,500 barrels of malt liquor in a year.
II.
Chapter 38, Article I, Section 38-3 (Definitions) of the City Code is hereby amended to read as
follows (strikethrough indicates deletions; underline indicates additions):
MicroBrewery means a malt liquor beverage production facility which manufactures more less
than 3,500 barrels of malt liquor in a calendar year, pursuant to M.S.A. § 340A.301, subd. 6(i)
and (j).
Microbrewery means a brewer who manufactures fewer than 2,000 barrels of malt liquor in a
year.
Microdistillery means a distillery producing premium, distilled spirits in total quantity not to
exceed 3,500 40,000 proof gallons in a calendar year, consistent with M.S.A. § 340A.22.

Ordinance 753
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Small Brewery means a brewer who manufactures 2,000 to 3,500 barrels of malt liquor in a year.
III.
Chapter 38, Article III, Division 6, Section 38-215 (Uses in the C-1 District) of the City Code is
hereby amended to read as follows (strikethrough indicates deletions; underline indicates
additions):
Sec. 38-215. - Uses in the C-1 district.
(b) Conditional uses. Conditional uses are as follows:
…
(3) Breweries, small breweries, microbreweries, micro-distilleries, wineries, taprooms, and
cocktail rooms in compliance with section 38- 623.
(4) Event center, including banquet, meeting, and catering facilities.
IV.
Chapter 38, Article IV, Section 38-623 (Microbreweries, micro-distilleries, and wineries) of the
City Code is hereby amended to read as follows (strikethrough indicates deletions; underline
indicates additions):
Sec. 38-623. - Breweries, small breweries, Mmicrobreweries, micro-distilleries, wineries,
taprooms, and cocktail rooms.
The uses shall be allowed based on the applicable zoning district, in compliance with the
following conditions:
(1) The establishment shall contain a taproom or cocktail room, in compliance with the following
conditions:
a. A minimum of 25 percent of the floor area is provided for sales, tasting, or restaurant
purposes.
b. The use shall be open to the public at least two days or eight hours per week.
c. The hours of operation shall be limited to the hours specified in M.S.A. § 340A.504
and/or 340A.315 or those contained in the applicable zoning district, whichever is more
restrictive, or as further limited by the city council as part of the conditional use permit.
d. The product sold for consumption shall be produced on the licensed premises specified
in M.S.A. § 340A.26.
(2) The use shall obtain all applicable state and city licenses.
(3) Production reports shall be provided to the city with annual licensing requests.
(43) The use shall be compliant with all applicable regulations, performances standards, and
procedures contained within this article.
(54) The city council may set forth additional conditions to mitigate any undue negative impacts
to the public and surrounding properties.

Ordinance 753
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V.
This Ordinance shall take effect and be enforced from and after its passage and publication.
PASSED by the City Council of the City of Vadnais Heights, Minnesota, this ______ day
of __________________, 2021.

______________________________
Heidi Gunderson, Mayor
ATTEST:
_________________________________
Kevin Watson, City Administrator

Ordinance 753
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OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
Chairperson Jokinen opened the floor to the public at 7:07 p.m. for questions and comments
on items not on the agenda.
As no one wished to address the Commission, Chairperson Jokinen closed the meeting to
the public at 7:07 p.m.
PUBLIC HEARINGS
A.

Planning Case 21-010 – City of Vadnais Heights – City Code Amendments.

Planning/Community Development Director Wall said the City is proposing amendments
to several sections of the City Code to accommodate a potential use on the Garceau Corner
redevelopment site within the C-1 District and update certain definitions related to
applicable State Statute. He outlined DRAFT Ordinance 753 which would include the
following proposed amendments:
• New/revised definitions for “brewery”, “microbrewery”, “micro-distillery”, and “small
brewery.”
• Addition of “Breweries, small breweries, microbreweries, micro-distilleries, wineries,
taprooms, and cocktail room” as a conditional use in the C-1 District
• Addition of “Event center, including banquet, meeting, and catering facilities” as a
conditional use in the C-1 District.
• Revisions to the performance standards to match the proposed new definitions.
He said this amendment was related to the possible sale of the Garceau Corner as there is
a party actively pursuing a purchase agreement with the City to construct a brewery on the
site and this amendment would allow that use in the C-1 District. He said the amendment
would not allow the specific use for the applicant as that would be accomplished through
a Conditional Use Permit but would provide for the proposed use.
Wall referred two additional housekeeping items that include changing the title to match
what we would be allowing in the C-1 Zoning District and remove the requirement for
production reports to be submitted to the City as they would already be submitted to the
State. Wall added the use would still be required to have a cocktail room or taproom within
the brewery and then shared the amended zoning map that shows the limited area within
the City that is zoned C-1.
Commissioner Dresen inquired about the density at that property and how busy this
intersection would be if a brewery were allowed. Wall said traffic and other issues would
be reviewed as part of a formal application through a Conditional Use Permitting process.
Commissioner Doll Kanne clarified the production reports could be requested through the
State if it was ever needed to be confirmed that a location met the requirements. Wall
replied yes.
Commissioner Stumpf asked about the reasoning for the change from 40,000 to 3,500
barrels. Wall said this was based on the State’s definition and referred to the changing
2
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business models for breweries with less regulation, adding that some breweries have
recently moved to other states and he believed this was in response to right-sizing these
types of uses so they don’t move to other states. Further discussion was held on reasons for
the limit and levels of taxation.
Commissioner Cordes suggested the definitions be written more broadly and adopt the
State’s definitions instead to avoid having to rewrite the ordinance as legislation changes.
Wall said he deferred to the Deputy City Clerk who thought it was prudent to change the
definitions now but would continue to monitor proposed legislation and bring back if
necessary.
Commissioner Moynagh thanked staff for the forward thinking on this proposed
amendment.
Chairperson Jokinen opened the public hearing at 7:17 p.m. As no one wished to address
the Commission, Chairperson Jokinen closed the meeting to the public at 7:17 p.m.
Upon motion by Commissioner Cordes, seconded by Commissioner Dresen, it was
“RESOLVED to recommend approval of the proposed City Code amendments contained
in DRAFT Ordinance 753 Amending City Code Chapter 4, Article I, Section 4-1, 5
Concerning Alcoholic Beverages, And Chapter 38, Article I, 6 Section 38-3, Concerning
Definitions, And Article Iii, Division 6, 7 Concerning the Commercial One (C-1) District,
And Article Iv, 8 Section 38-623, Concerning Breweries, Small Breweries, 9
Microbreweries, Micro-Distilleries, Wineries, Taprooms, And 10 Cocktail Rooms.”
Ayes – 7

Nays – 0

The motion carried.
NEW BUSINESS
None.
OLD BUSINESS
None.
REPORTS
A.

Council Liaison

Council Liaison Rogers reported that the City Council was beginning the budget process
and if the Commission was aware of any needs within the community to let the Council
know for consideration as they develop the 2022 Budget.
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The City of Vadnais Heights
800 East County Road E
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

Memorandum:
TO:

Chair Jokinen and Planning Commission Members

FROM:

Nolan Wall, Planning/Community Development Director

DATE:

June 22, 2021

SUBJECT:

Staff Report
Case 21-010: City Code Amendments

Description of the Request
The City is proposing amendments to Chapter 38 of the City Code concerning definitions, the C-1 District,
and breweries contained in the attached DRAFT Ordinance 753.
Discussion
The City is using its legislative authority when considering action on a City Code amendment request and
has broad discretion; the only limitations are that actions must be constitutional, rational, and in some way
related to protecting the health, safety and general welfare of the public.
Action Timeline
There is no applicable action timeline in this case due to the request being city-initiated.
Background
The City is proposing amendments to several sections of the City Code to accommodate a potential use
on the Garceau Corner redevelopment site within the C-1 District and update certain definitions related to
applicable state statute.
Analysis
DRAFT Ordinance 753 includes the following proposed amendments:
• New/revised definitions for “brewery”, “microbrewery”, “micro-distillery”, and “small brewery.”
• Addition of “Breweries, small breweries, microbreweries, micro-distilleries, wineries, taprooms,
and cocktail room” as a conditional use in the C-1 District
• Addition of “Event center, including banquet, meeting, and catering facilities” as a conditional use
in the C-1 Distict.
• Revisions to the performance standards to match the proposed new definitions.
Public Hearing Notice
According to Chapter 38, Article II, Section 38-35(c) of the City Code, concerning code amendments, a
public hearing notice must be published at least ten (10) days prior to the Planning Commission meeting.
The required notice was published in the June 9 edition of the Vadnais Heights Press.

Staff Report: Planning Case 21-010
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Recommended Commission Action
Staff recommends the Planning Commission review the proposed amendments contained in DRAFT
Ordinance 753 and make a recommendation to the City Council.
Action Requested
Staff recommends approval of the City Code amendment request contained in DRAFT Ordinance 753.
Attachment(s):
• DRAFT Ordinance 753
• Official Zoning Map
• Application
• Public Hearing Notice
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CITY OF VADNAIS HEIGHTS
ORDINANCE NO. 753
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CITY CODE CHAPTER 4, ARTICLE I, SECTION 4-1,
CONCERNING ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, AND CHAPTER 38, ARTICLE I,
SECTION 38-3, CONCERNING DEFINITIONS, AND ARTICLE III, DIVISION 6,
CONCERNING THE COMMERCIAL ONE (C-1) DISTRICT, AND ARTICLE IV,
SECTION 38-623, CONCERNING BREWERIES, SMALL BREWERIES,
MICROBREWERIES, MICRO-DISTILLERIES, WINERIES, TAPROOMS, AND
COCKTAIL ROOMS
The City Council of the City of Vadnais Heights does hereby ordain:
I.
Chapter 4, Article I, Section 4-1 (Definitions) of the City Code is hereby amended to read as
follows (strikethrough indicates deletions; underline indicates additions):
Brewery means a malt liquor beverage production facility which manufactures more than 3,500
barrels of malt liquor in a calendar year, pursuant to M.S.A. § 340A.301.
Microbrewery means a brewer who manufactures fewer than 2,000 barrels of malt liquor in a
year.
Microdistillery means a distillery producing premium, distilled spirits in total quantity not to
exceed 3,500 proof gallons in a calendar year, consistent with M.S.A. § 340A.22.
Microdistillery means a distillery operated within the state producing premium, distilled spirits in
total quantity not to exceed 40,000 proof gallons in a calendar year.
Small Brewery means a brewer who manufactures 2,000 to 3,500 barrels of malt liquor in a year.
II.
Chapter 38, Article I, Section 38-3 (Definitions) of the City Code is hereby amended to read as
follows (strikethrough indicates deletions; underline indicates additions):
MicroBrewery means a malt liquor beverage production facility which manufactures more less
than 3,500 barrels of malt liquor in a calendar year, pursuant to M.S.A. § 340A.301, subd. 6(i)
and (j).
Microbrewery means a brewer who manufactures fewer than 2,000 barrels of malt liquor in a
year.
Microdistillery means a distillery producing premium, distilled spirits in total quantity not to
exceed 3,500 40,000 proof gallons in a calendar year, consistent with M.S.A. § 340A.22.
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Small Brewery means a brewer who manufactures 2,000 to 3,500 barrels of malt liquor in a year.
III.
Chapter 38, Article III, Division 6, Section 38-215 (Uses in the C-1 District) of the City Code is
hereby amended to read as follows (strikethrough indicates deletions; underline indicates
additions):
Sec. 38-215. - Uses in the C-1 district.
(b) Conditional uses. Conditional uses are as follows:
…
(3) Breweries, small breweries, microbreweries, micro-distilleries, wineries, taprooms, and
cocktail rooms in compliance with section 38- 623.
(4) Event center, including banquet, meeting, and catering facilities.
IV.
Chapter 38, Article IV, Section 38-623 (Microbreweries, micro-distilleries, and wineries) of the
City Code is hereby amended to read as follows (strikethrough indicates deletions; underline
indicates additions):
Sec. 38-623. - Breweries, small breweries, Mmicrobreweries, micro-distilleries, wineries,
taprooms, and cocktail rooms.
The uses shall be allowed based on the applicable zoning district, in compliance with the
following conditions:
(1) The establishment shall contain a taproom or cocktail room, in compliance with the following
conditions:
a. A minimum of 25 percent of the floor area is provided for sales, tasting, or restaurant
purposes.
b. The use shall be open to the public at least two days or eight hours per week.
c. The hours of operation shall be limited to the hours specified in M.S.A. § 340A.504
and/or 340A.315 or those contained in the applicable zoning district, whichever is more
restrictive, or as further limited by the city council as part of the conditional use permit.
d. The product sold for consumption shall be produced on the licensed premises specified
in M.S.A. § 340A.26.
(2) The use shall obtain all applicable state and city licenses.
(3) Production reports shall be provided to the city with annual licensing requests.
(43) The use shall be compliant with all applicable regulations, performances standards, and
procedures contained within this article.
(54) The city council may set forth additional conditions to mitigate any undue negative impacts
to the public and surrounding properties.
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V.
This Ordinance shall take effect and be enforced from and after its passage and publication.
PASSED by the City Council of the City of Vadnais Heights, Minnesota, this ______ day
of __________________, 2021.

______________________________
Heidi Gunderson, Mayor
ATTEST:
_________________________________
Kevin Watson, City Administrator
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