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Make [Y]Our Mark Proving to be a Big Hit

More than 1,000 People Inscribed Tiles at Weekend Events

Vadnais Heights---More than 1,000 people personalized their tiles at two events held during the April 9-10 weekend in Vadnais Heights, sealing their places in the mural being created by Vadnais Heights native and artist Carly Schmitt and the Vadnais Heights community.
“It's so powerful to see how the community is eagerly embracing this project, and I quickly learned that each 1-inch square tile represents a huge story,” said Carly Schmitt, Vadnais Heights native and the artist leading the project. “This project is quickly becoming a dynamic memorial documenting the past, present, and future of the community through the collection of thousands of unique histories. People are creating tiles that illustrate a part of their life in the community, everything from a drawing of the cul-de-sac on which they live or a Scout’s badges earned while serving others. Many parents, wives, and children have created tiles for loved ones who have passed away.”

Those who live or work in Vadnais Heights, as well as those who grew up there or have a connection to the community, are encouraged to participate. No appointment is necessary and there is no charge for inscribing a tile.

The mural will be composed of 1” x 1” wooden tiles, primed and painted by wage-earning clients of Merrick, Inc., a non-profit organization that provides employment and social opportunities to adults with disabilities. People will “sign” the prepared tiles and Schmitt will assemble them into a mural to hang in Vadnais Heights Commons.

“When the mural is completed and you stand up close, you will see the individual contributions,” said Schmitt. “When stepping back and looking at the mural from a distance, the unique details will fade as a landscape image of trees, lake, and sky emerges.”
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