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Attachment: Photo of painting of finished result; painting entitled "Reflections," by Carly Schmitt 2011.

 

Creating a Community Masterpiece
Sign Tile at Taste of Vadnais and Be Eligible to Win Panera Prize
 

May 25, 2011---The Make [Y[Our Mark mural project in Vadnais Heights is on a roll, closing in on having 3,000 tiles signed in four weeks since the project’s launch.

 

Due to the project’s popularity, tile-signing events at Vadnais Heights Commons are being continued into June. People can stop at the Commons between 5-8 p.m., Mondays through Thursdays, from June 6-30. The Commons is located at 655 E. County Road E in Vadnais Heights. No appointment is necessary and there is no charge to participate.

 

The Taste of Vadnais is another chance for people to make their marks. Those signing tiles will be eligible to win two meals of their choice at the Vadnais Heights’ Panera. The Taste of Vadnais is being held Thursday, June 9, 6-9 pm, at the Commons.

 

People may schedule special tile-signing events for their teams, neighborhoods, or other groups by contacting MakeYourMark@cityvadnaisheights.com.

 

“Participation is amazing,” said Carly Schmitt, the artist leading the mural project. “In addition to individuals signing tiles, there has been steady traffic of scout troops, book clubs, families, groups of neighbors, friends, wedding parties, and people whose families have lived in the city for generations. People are excited about cementing their place in history and in the life of the community.”

 

The mural will be a mosaic made of thousands of wooden tiles, according to Schmitt. “Once the mural is completed and installed, when you stand close, you will see the individual contributions,” she said. “But, when stepping back and looking at the mural from a distance, the unique details will fade as a landscape painting of trees, lake, and sky emerges.”

 

People’s enthusiasm for the project increases to another level when they see the photograph depicting the final result, said Sue Banovetz, mayor of the City of Vadnais Heights. “Once they see the photograph, people realize how absolutely beautiful the final result will be and they understand that the mural is so much more than tiles with people’s names.”

 

Clients of Merrick, Inc., a non-profit organization that provides employment and social opportunities to adults with disabilities, are being paid wages to prime and paint the tiles to prepare them for people’s inscriptions.

 

The project is fully funded by a grant from the Metropolitan Regional Arts Council (MRAC) and a donation from the Glassman Family Foundation. The MRAC grant is made possible by the Minnesota Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund as appropriated by the Minnesota State Legislature with money from the vote of the people of Minnesota on November 4, 2008. 

 

The project’s advertising is supported by Vadnais Square Shopping Center, Banovetz Law Firm, F&M Bank, Unger Meat Company, and TEMO Roofing & Siding. 
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