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BUILDING ON THE TRADITION OF YESTERDAY AND THE PROMISE OF TOMORROW 1957-2019

•	The census is also used to apportion seats in the U.S. House of Representatives and to redistrict state legislatures. It is used to
define legislature districts, school district assignment areas and other important functional areas of government. Minnesota is at
risk to lose a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives.
• The
	 census is like a snapshot that helps define who we are as a nation. Data about changes in our community are crucial to
many planning decisions, such as where to provide services for the elderly, where to build new roads and schools, or where to
locate job training centers.

2020 CENSUS TIMELINE

Coming soon!
WHAT IS THE CENSUS?
The census is a count of everyone living in the United States, the
District of Columbia, Puerto Rico and the Island Areas every 10 years:
it is mandated by the U.S. Constitution; your participation in the census
is required by law; your responses are confidential and protected by
Federal Law (Title 13, U.S. Code, Section 9).
All residents of the United States must be counted. This includes
people of all ages, races, ethnic groups, citizens and non-citizens. The
first census was taken in 1790 by U.S. marshals on horseback and
counted 3.9 million people. The 2010 Census counted more than 308
million people in the U.S.

WHY SHOULD I FILL OUT THE CENSUS FORM?
• Census
	
data affects funding for our community, our representation
in Congress and our community leader’s planning decisions. The
census data directly affects how federal and state funding is
allocated to communities for neighborhood improvements, public
health, education, transportation and much more.

“Planning Ahead for a Low-Salt Diet”
Just like human health, a healthy watershed starts with a plan. While
salt helps us keep moving through the winter, it’s also a permanent
pollutant to water quality. Just one teaspoon of rock salt (sodium
chloride) is enough to permanently pollute 5 gallons of water.
The Vadnais Lake Area Watershed doesn’t have any lakes that are
impaired for chloride (salt) yet, but several lakes show chloride levels
on the rise. Pollution from salt might eventually threaten our municipal
water supply. Taking just a few minutes to gather your tools and draft
a game plan is a big help for staying safe and keeping our lakes and
wetlands on a “low-salt diet.” Start with these simple tips:
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• 	Use tools first, such as shovels, brooms, and scrapers. Avoid putting dry salt onto dry pavement or loose snow.
•	Practice spot-treatment on problem areas instead of broad dispersal.
• 	Read product labels to apply the right product for the right temperature. Regular rock salt (NaCl) starts to be ineffective below
15°F. Magnesium or calcium chloride are popular options for temperatures below 0°F.
• 	Disperse salt evenly without piles. As salt crystals melt, the melted saltwater fills in the gaps and continues to work. Strive for
a 2-3” spread pattern.
• 	Give it time. At 20°F, rock salt takes 20 minutes to work. More salt doesn’t create a faster chemical reaction, and leftovers can
get watered down and require another application anyway. A constantly salty surface wastes money and damages boots, cars,
pet’s feet, and surrounding vegetation. Salt also significantly reduces the life of infrastructure, especially concrete!
• 	Sweep up left over salt, sand, or grit. All materials placed on the ground find their way to a lake or wetland. Salt is toxic to
aquatic life, yet sand and grit contribute to clog waterways and choke out native vegetation.
“HOW LITTLE CAN I USE WHILE STILL BEING EFFECTIVE?” Tests at the
MN Pollution Control Agency indicate that 1/2 of a 12. oz coffee mug of rock
salt is enough to cover 1 parking space. More resources including how-to
videos and melt time charts are available at VLAWMO.org/residents. But don’t
hibernate yet! Winter is a great time to dream up a new yard project for next
summer. Our winter workshop “Summer Dreaming: How to get funding for
drainage improvements on your property” will be held on February 12th,
6:30-7:30 pm at the Vadnais Heights City Hall.
We’ll cover how to apply for VLAWMO cost-share funding and look at some
local success stories. More workshops, special guest speakers, and events
will be posted at VLAWMO.org/events in early 2020. Watch for postings
on lawn care, raingardens, native plants, and more. Follow @VLAWMO on
Facebook for water talk, project photos, and trivia Tuesday fun.
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2020 Budget Highlights
The City’s preliminarily proposed 2020 budget and tax levy will be discussed at the
December 3, 2019 City Council meeting. All residents are welcome and encouraged
to provide feedback to the Council regarding the proposed budget and levy at the
public hearing that will be held in conjunction with the meeting. This is your chance
to provide input into the spending and taxing decisions made by the Council on your
behalf. After hearing from residents, the Council will determine the appropriate levy
and budgets for 2020.

As it has for many years, in 2019, the City continued to assess one of
the lowest tax rates among metro cities with populations between 10,000
and 20,000. Additionally, the City’s per capita expenditures continue to be
among the lowest of the State’s largest 100 cities according to the MN State
Auditor’s office. With the proposed budget and levy for 2020, this trend will continue.
For more detailed financial information, financial statements and budgets for past years are
available on the City’s website.

The City Council has adopted a preliminary levy of $4,894,180 for 2020, reflecting a
6.9% increase over 2019 for increased spending. When deciding upon the tax levy,
Council considers the impact the chosen levy will have on taxpayers. Because of an
increase in the City’s tax base, the 2020 proposed tax rate reflects an increase of
approximately 1.4%. Properties with the same market value for 2020 and 2019 will
pay 1.4% more in city taxes in 2020. For residents with a median valued home of
$293,200 in 2020 (8.8% increase over 2019) who also had a median valued home
of 269,400 in 2019, city property taxes would increase by $79.93 or about $6.66
per month in 2020 as compared to 2019. Although a 6.9% levy increase may seem
high when considered in isolation, the increased tax base and the accompanying
increased need for City services requires a higher investment by the City. The
Council’s goal is to coordinate the City’s level of growth with the residents’ desired
level of services in a manner that keeps the tax burden relatively low as compared
to other similarly sized cities.
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The City property tax is determined by each property’s taxable value. The starting
point for computing taxable value is market value. The median market value of single
family properties in the City increased from $269,400 for taxes payable in 2019 to
$293,200 for taxes payable in 2020, an 8.8% increase. At the same time, the median
market value of commercial properties rose by 2.55% for taxes payable in 2020.
The market value of a property each year is the basis of the tax computation for the
subsequent year. With the approved preliminary levy, a median valued commercial
property would pay $263 for the year ($22 per month) more in City property taxes in
2020 as compared to 2019. Because of the referenced valuation change differences,
a shift in tax burden from commercial properties to residential properties will occur
in 2020 continuing the shift of last year. In 2020, residential property owners will
shoulder approximately 70% of the city’s tax burden; commercial, industrial, utility
and railroad properties will pay about 30% of city taxes. Although these exact
percentages vary annually, the ratio remains rather constant over time.

RAMSEY COUNTY

Draft 2020 General Fund Department Budgets
$1,600,000
$1,400,000

The tax levy funds slightly more than 60% of the General Fund’s budgeted expenditures.
In 2020, $4 million is budgeted in tax revenues to help pay for $6.6 million of City
services. One of the larger non-tax revenues for the General Fund is charges to the
City’s utility funds. These funds are operated similar to private businesses; no taxes
are necessary for their operations. However, the utilities are operated with personnel
and equipment funded by the General Fund. These charges attempt to make the
General Fund whole for the cost of personnel and equipment provided through the
General Fund. For 2020, approximately $900,000 will be provided to the General Fund
by the utility enterprises. Other major revenue sources include permits and licenses,
Commons rental revenues, recreation fees and State aid. A unique program in the
City that provides about $160,000 in funding annually is the Fire Occupancy Permit
program. The Fire Department annually proactively inspects businesses and rental
properties for hazardous conditions. These inspections prevent fires and potential
injuries by catching dangerous conditions before it’s too late. Charging businesses for
these inspections is a more equitable method of recovering the costs of the program
than assessing the cost to all taxpayers since the beneficiaries of these inspections
are the customers of the businesses, not necessarily City taxpayers. Businesses are
able to increase their prices to benefitting customers accordingly to ensure that they
are held harmless from the costs of this worthwhile program.

$1,200,000

Budget Amount

What happens with tax revenues received by the City? About 82% of the annual levy
is used to fund General Fund operations. The General Fund is the primary funding
mechanism for the majority of City services. Because of the city’s aggressive use
of outside contracting, less than half of General Fund spending is for city payroll
costs. This percentage is lower than many other cities. The General Fund budget is
proposed to increase $381,802 in 2020 as compared to 2019. About $167,000 of the
increase is for public safety cost increases. The total proposed 2020 General Fund
budget is slightly more than $6.5 million. By far the largest components of spending
within the Fund are public safety costs of about $2.8 million. Other major spending
components include streets related spending of $1 million, parks/recreation/
Commons expenditures of $900,000 and community development spending of
roughly $400,000. The remainder of the levy is used for debt service and capital
improvements.
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Economic
Development
News
ANNUAL VHEDC DINNER AND BUSINESS AWARDS
The Annual VHEDC Dinner is a culmination of a year’s worth of collaboration, hard work and connecting with area
businesses at Jimmy’s Event Center on November 12, 2019 to celebrate the year and honor the Awards’ recipients:
Merrick, Inc., Buerkle Automotive Group and Peoples Bank Midwest.
Community Partnership Award: Merrick, Inc.
The VHEDC Community Partnership Award recognizes collaborative partners that help
the VHEDC to advance its mission of ensuring a prosperous local business economy
in Vadnais Heights and the surrounding areas. Based in the heart of Vadnais Heights,
Merrick, Inc., continues to inspire and provide our community with day services to adults
with developmental and intellectual disabilities. By providing employment support, or life
enrichment opportunities, the community wins while Merrick creates several opportunities
with community organizations and businesses. Partnering with local for profit and nonprofit
organizations, Merrick continues to be actively engaged in our community.
Business Excellence Award: Buerkle Automotive Group
The VHEDC Business Excellence Award pays special tribute to outstanding companies that
continue to thrive and support the local economy. Located in Vadnais Heights, Buerkle
Automotive Group, comprised of Buerkle Honda and Buerkle Hyundai, demonstrates
excellence in their professional service industry and is a strong collaborative partner of
the VHEDC by helping advance its mission of ensuring a thriving local business economy
in the northeast metro area. CEO Mary Buerkle serves on the VHEDC Board of Directors,
and continues to serve on the Executive Board.

On-going/Upcoming Construction
The following construction projects are anticipated to start and/or
continue in 2020:
•	
Creekview Subdivision (residential subdivision off Edgerton
Street, between Koehler Road and Bear Avenue South)
•	
Aster Meadow Apartments (2, 3-story, 70-unit apartment
buildings at Centerville Road/County Road F)
•	
Willow Ridge East Apartments (3-story, 36-unit apartment
building on County Road D Circle East)
•	Luther Cadillac (new dealership at Highway 61/Willow Lake
Boulevard)
•	
Luther Subaru-Acura Expansion (parking lot expansion at
International Drive/Willow Lake Boulevard)
•	Bear Roofing and Exteriors (new office-showroom at 1208 East
County Road E)
Check out the City’s new webpage to monitor development activity
in the community:
https://www.cityvadnaisheights.com/682/Development-Activity

The Keith Warner Standard of Excellence Award:
Peoples Bank Midwest
Named in honor of a former director of the VHEDC, this award
is given to a business that has shown a singular degree of
excellence in the areas of business success, philanthropy
and community service. As a collaborative partner, Peoples
Bank Midwest’s Vadnais Heights branch, continues to help the VHEDC advance its mission of ensuring a thriving local
business economy in the northeast metro area by continuing to be involved in the many programs VHEDC sponsors.
Peoples Bank Midwest employees, offer time and talent to VHEDC regularly throughout the years.
Keynote Speaker: Kim Insley
In her long career in the television news business, Kim Insley has seen a few things. She once figured out, while doing two
shows a day at a local TV station, she was conducting around 500 interviews a year.
From presidential candidates, to OJ Simpson’s lawyers (and prosecutor) to celebrities, former hostages, business tycoons
and hundreds of ordinary people doing extraordinary things, Kim had a front row seat to current events and human
nature. Her television career took her from California to Oregon and on to Minnesota during which time she collected
Emmy awards for anchoring, reporting and producing the news. It was also a time of extreme turmoil in the media. New
technologies upended the business model. The internet created a Wild West of both opportunity and threats to traditional
ways of producing revenue. As much as journalists pride themselves on “impartiality” – media companies are companies
first, and as such, need to produce a profit.

2040 Comprehensive Plan Adopted
The City Council adopted the 2040 Comprehensive Plan at the
November 6 meeting. The planning process started back in
2017 and included numerous public meetings and engagement
opportunities. A copy of the Plan is available on the City’s website
for review:
https://www.cityvadnaisheights.com/615/Comprehensive-PlanUpdate

In 2017, Kim’s station decided a pivot was in order, which prompted Kim to fast-track her own pivot into a new job- public
relations, with Meet Minneapolis, the city’s convention and tourism bureau (and also home of Sports Minneapolis, which
was instrumental in bringing the Super Bowl and NCAA Men’s Final Four to the metro).
Now with Digital River, a provider of eCommerce solutions for global businesses, Kim is still pivoting- using her storytelling
and communications skills in the world of business and commerce. The theme throughout is flexibility – which Kim views
as one of the top skills any individual or company needs to respond to our ever-changing world.
How will you grow your career? Your business? Your own sense of accomplishment in your personal life and in the
community? That’s a story we are all working on, and one Kim is always willing to explore.
2019 Dinner/Awards Sponsors:
Premier Sponsors: BizRecycling, F & M Bank, Peoples Bank Midwest, TCM Certified Development Company. Other notable
sponsorships: Urban’s Farm & Greenhouses, CBIZ, Children’s Discovery, Xcel Energy, F & M Bank, Peoples Bank Midwest.
Liz Moscatelli, VHEDC Executive Director, says, “The VHEDC Annual Dinner is a way for the northeast metro region
to showcase the outstanding businesses in our community that not only do what makes them great, but uses
community service to enrich not only their company, but those around them. A true testament of the community spirit that
lives around us.”
“Congratulations to all the award winners. VHEDC is proud to honor these businesses and their commitment to community
and collaboration,” said Moscatelli.
Nominations for the 2020 VHEDC Business Awards can be made on the VHEDC website beginning in May and close
September 1. Refer to website for requirements: vhedc.com.
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Vadnais Heights

PARKS & RECREATION – Winter 2019-2020

The City of Vadnais Heights takes pride in providing high-quality parks, trails,
recreation programs, and services all year for residents of all ages and abilities.
Our parks, trails, and programs contribute to a high quality of life in our community
by encouraging healthy lifestyles, relieving stress, developing community pride,
increasing property values, protecting the environment, and more – year round!

SIGN UP NOW

First come, first served! Program spaces are limited, and late registrations may
not be accepted if programs fill by (or ahead of) registration deadlines.

WORK FOR PARKS & RECREATION

For more information, call 651-204-6000 or find an application on our website
at www.cityvadnaisheights.com. Check back for seasonal maintenance and
recreation positions.

WEATHER HOTLINE

For information about outdoor program cancellations due to inclement weather,
call 651-204-6002.

ENJOY OUR PARKS & TRAILS!

IT PAYS TO BE A VOLUNTEER COACH

Our youth leagues are only possible with the help of volunteer coaches! We
waive participant fees when a parent or guardian volunteers to coach in youth
sport league programs. NEW – Volunteer coaches can now register online; player
fees are automatically waived at checkout! For more information about what’s
involved with coaching, please visit our website.

FINANCIAL AID

We offer financial aid to qualifying residents for Vadnais Heights Parks and
Recreation Programs. Please call 651-204-6060 for more information.

ACCESSIBILITY

Our goal is to make it possible for everyone, including people with disabilities,
to take advantage of parks and recreation programs and services. Our staff will
work with individuals and groups to accommodate persons with special needs.
Please call 651-204-6061 or 651-204-6060 with any questions or requests.

FACEBOOK

For Parks and Recreation updates, find the City of Vadnais Heights on
Facebook! www.facebook.com/cityVH

The City of Vadnais Heights boasts more than 100 acres of parkland. Our 14
parks include playground equipment, trails, hard surface areas, picnic shelters,
soccer and baseball/softball fields, basketball and tennis/pickleball courts, and
restrooms.
Residents enjoy Ramsey County parks too. Vadnais-Sucker Lake Regional Park,
for example, has 1,252 acres of woods, lakes, trails, and picnic areas. Situated
on land owned by St. Paul Regional Water Services, the park is operated by
Ramsey County Parks and Recreation. Browse our Parks & Facilities Finder
(www.cityvadnaisheights.com/facilities) to learn more about the great public
spaces in Vadnais Heights!

BASKETBALL LEAGUE

Learn basketball fundamentals and game rules in a co-rec league setting. Teams
will have 6 combined practice/games during the session. Fee includes t-shirt.
Registration deadline: Friday, December 27 or until full. Volunteer coaches
needed (fee waived). Coaches meeting: Monday, December 30 at the Vadnais
Heights Commons. Cost: $40/resident; $50/non-resident. NEW – Wednesday corec league option for Grades 1-2!
110120-1 Grades 1-2		
Tue, Jan. 7 – Feb. 11		
6:10-7:10 pm
VH Elementary Gym
110120-3 Grades 1-2		
Wed, Jan. 8 – Feb. 12
6:10-7:10 pm
VH Elementary Gym
110120-2 Grades 3-5 		
Tue, Jan. 7 – Feb. 11
7:20-8:20 pm
VH Elementary Gym

LOCATIONS FOR PROGRAMS/EVENTS

AFSA High School		
Christ the Servant Church
City Hall
		
Community Park
VH Elementary School		
Vadnais Heights Commons
Westfield Park		

100 Vadnais Boulevard
3676 Centerville Road
800 East County Road E
641 East County Road F
3645 Centerville Road
655 East County Road F
520 Westfield Lane

Vadnais Heights Parks & Recreation
DANCE CLASSES

Registration Form
Please fill out a separate form for each activity/child.		
Additional forms may be photocopied or picked up at City Hall.
All information must be completed before registration can be processed.
Incomplete applications will not be processed and will be returned.
Questions?
Online:
Drop off:

651-204-6061 or 651-204-6060
www.cityvadnaisheights.com
City Hall, Monday-Friday from 8 am-4:30 pm
(After hours drop-box located in driveway)
By mail:
City Hall, 800 East County Road E, Vadnais Heights, MN 55127
Participant’s name
Date of birth
Age

Activity name

Instructor Jenny Hansell and her Happy Feet Dance Company staff have more
than 30 years of combined teaching experience, bringing a wide variety of
classes to all ages across the north metro area. She is excited to once again
bring her popular, high-energy program to Vadnais Heights!

For your convenience we recommend you register
online at www.cityvadnaisheights.com.
Simply click on Recreation, then click on the activity
that you are interested in and follow the prompts.
There is no additional fee to register online.

Activity number

Gender

Grade Level/School Name

Time

Fee

We are offering an action packed 14-week session, with an exciting spring dance
show at the conclusion of the session on April 21 at the White Bear High School
North Campus Auditorium. A $50 check, payable to Happy Feet, is due the first
day of class for the costume fee (includes costume and tights) for the Spring
Dance Recital.
Dancers should wear a leotard and tights or comfortable, movement-ready
clothing. All dancers will need tap and ballet shoes. Dance shoes will be available
for purchase the first week of class. If you already have shoes, please bring
them to the first class. Email instructor Jenny Hansell with questions regarding
the dance program at missjenny@happyfeetdancecompany.com. Registration
deadline: Fri, Jan. 3 or until full. No class March 3 & 10. Cost: $ 135/resident;
$145/non-resident.

CREATIVE DANCE
Make checks payable to: The City of Vadnais Heights – All NSF checks are subject to a $30.00 return check fee. Refund policy: Refunds will be issued
when requested, two working days prior to the activity/class starting date. A $5 service charge will be deducted from refund.
					
Parent/Guardian
Primary Phone
Alternate Phone
					
Parent/Guardian
Primary Phone
Alternate Phone
E-mail (REQUIRED-please print clearly-program updates are sent by email)
					
Street Address
City/State
Zip
					
Emergency Contact (REQUIRED)
Phone
Relationship
 I am interested in being a volunteer coach. Name/Day Phone:

Coach T-Shirt Size:

Any information our staff should be made aware of (i.e. disability, allergy, special need, etc.):

	Special requests for teammates are not guaranteed and are limited to one request per player. Group requests will not be honored. It is the City’s goal
to encourage players to make new friends and develop social skills.

	Permission and waiver: I hereby agree to allow my child or myself to participate in the above named activity. In consideration of your accepting this
registration, I hereby, by myself and my heirs, waive any and all rights and claims for damages I may have against the City of Vadnais Heights and its
representatives, for any and all injuries from whatever cause suffered by the above participant(s) in the indicated activity. I understand that the information
that I have provided will be distributed to individuals involved with each recreation program. The City of Vadnais Heights may take pictures and videos of
participants enjoying their activities, and I grant permission for the City to use the name, image, and quotes of my child(ren).

Date

CONFIRMATIONS – An automated confirmation email will be sent to the email provided above.

Office use only

INTERMEDIATE DANCE

Kindergarten & 1st Grade – Ages 5-7
In this fun-filled class, dancers will be introduced to beginning tap and
ballet technique. We will spend the 45 minutes focusing on positions, dance
terminology, proper technique and lots of creative movement to fun music!
170120-2 Tue, Jan. 7 – April 21 6:15-7 pm
VH Elementary School

TAP, JAZZ & BALLET

Grades 2-5 – Ages 7-11
Students will learn a variety of dance skills in tap, ballet, and jazz. Focus on
improving flexibility and learning choreography while adding to existing dance
knowledge. Students work on flexibility and memory by learning a variety of
dance combinations throughout the session. This is an active, fun-filled,
45-minute class!
170120-3 Tue, Jan. 7 – April 21 7-7:45 pm
VH Elementary School

INDOOR SOCCER

Name teammate request here:

Parent/Guardian signature			

Preschool – Ages 3-5
A 45-minute, high-energy class that focuses on rhythm, balance, and
coordination. Through the use of props, such as tambourines, scarves, and
pompoms, your child will start with the basics while having tons of fun in this
class designed just for preschoolers!
170120-1 Tue, Jan. 7 – April 21 5:15-6 pm		
VH Elementary School

Date:____________________________________ By:______________________
Payment type:  Cash  Check #___________ A
_ mount $________________

Participants learn basic soccer skills and fundamentals in a gym setting using
soft foam balls. 5-week class. Cost: $35/resident; $45/non-resident.
SESSION I
Registration deadline: Tues, Jan. 7 or until full.
170140-1 Ages 3-5		
Sat, Jan. 11 – Feb. 8
10:00-11:00 am
AFSA High School
170140-2 Ages 6-8 		
Sat, Jan. 11 – Feb. 8
11:15 am-12:15 pm AFSA High School
SESSION II
Registration deadline: Tues, Feb. 18 or until full. No class March 14.
170140-3 Ages 3-5		
Sat, Feb. 22 – Mar. 28
10:00-11:00 am
AFSA High School
170140-4 Ages 6-8		
Sat, Feb. 22 – Mar. 28
11:15 am-12:15 pm AFSA High School

FLOOR HOCKEY

WBL SCHOOL DISTRICT COMMUNITY SERVICES &
RECREATION

This program is for boys and girls who want to stay active during the winter
months, learn fundamentals, develop good sportsmanship and friendships, all
while having fun. This is a great way to be introduced to hockey fundamentals
and skills. Cost: $35/resident; $45/non-resident.

Vadnais Heights residents are invited to participate in the wide variety
of recreational activities and community services provided through the
White Bear Area Schools Community Services and Recreation Department.
Coordinated efforts between the District and municipalities in its coverage
area make it possible to efficiently provide a broad range of organized services
to all area residents.

SESSION I
Registration deadline: Fri, Jan. 10 or until full.
170170-1 Ages 4-6		
Wed, Jan. 15 – Feb. 12
6-7 pm		
VH Elementary School
170170-2 Ages 7-10		
Wed, Jan. 15 – Feb. 12
7-8 pm		
VH Elementary School

The Department operates open gym facilities, schedules district events and
meetings, maintains and supervises 15 hockey/skating rinks, and acts as a
liaison for the school district with seven local athletic associations.

SESSION II
Registration deadline: Fri, Feb. 14 or until full. No class March 11.
170170-3 Ages 4-6		
Wed, Feb. 19 – Mar. 25
6-7 pm		
VH Elementary School
170170-4 Ages 7-10		
Wed, Feb. 19 – Mar. 25
7-8 pm 		
VH Elementary School

PROGRAMS OFFERED
Some of the programs offered include:
• Adult recreation and enrichment programs
• Drivers education and in-car instruction
• Early childhood family education classes
• Extended day programs for schoolchildren
• Leadership and service programs for students
• Senior programs and services
• Social/recreational activities for disabled adults
• Youth sports, summer camps and classes
For more information, call 651-407-7501 or visit
www.isd624.org/CommunityServices

PJs WITH SANTA
OUTDOOR ICE SKATING 2019-2020

There are always ways to get out and be active in Vadnais Heights! Enjoy outdoor
skating at Community Park and Westfield Park 7 days per week! Outdoor ice
is weather-dependent, so check the city’s website or call City Hall for rink
conditions and warming house hours. The weather hotline (651-204-6002) will
be updated in case of any closures.

This annual holiday event features Santa, The “No Nose for Rudolph Show”
at 6:15 and 7:15 pm, a face painter, holiday games, cookies, and more for
participants of all ages! Parents must accompany children throughout the
event. Wear pajamas if you like. Cost: $10 per family/resident; $20 per family/
non-resident. Registration deadline: Mon, Dec. 2.
440139-1 Fri, Dec. 6
6-8 pm
VH Commons

Tentative rink season is Saturday, December 21 – Monday, February 17
(weather permitting).
RINK LOCATIONS
Community Park		
Westfield Park		

GO RAMSEY COMMUNITIES

Exploring places to be active in Ramsey County is easy with Go Ramsey
Communities. This interactive web-based mapping and mobile application
provides a fun way to search for parks, trails, lakes, and recreational facilities
in Ramsey County. Visit the site at www.goramsey.org

651 E. County Rd. F
520 Westfield Lane

ICE SKATING OPEN HOUSE
Sat, Jan. 11			
1-5 pm		
			Community Park
Grab your skates and scarves and have fun with your neighbors at the
Community Park hockey and pleasure rinks. Enjoy hot chocolate and cookies.
This event is FREE!

ADULT VOLLEYBALL OPEN GYM

Vadnais Heights Parks and Recreation Department offers open gym at the AFSA
High School, Nov. 11 through March 31, 2020. No open gym Nov. 26, Nov. 30,
Dec. 24, Dec. 31, Feb 18, Feb 25, March 3.
Cost: $3/Adult. All participants sign in and provide identification to the open gym
supervisor. For more information, please call the Parks and Recreation office at
651-204-6061 or 651-204-6060.
Volleyball (pick-up games)
Tues, Nov 11 – March 31
Sat, Nov 9 – March 28

6-9 pm				
7:45-9:45 am

YOGA

Everyone can enjoy yoga –
it’s not just for those who
are already flexible. If you
would like to relax more, gain
strength and endurance, and
stretch deeper, come and
see what yoga is about! This
is a mixed level class with
beginners welcome. Elizabeth
Persico is honored to serve
this community by teaching
the ancient practice of yoga
– union of mind, body, and
spirit. She is a 500-hour Yoga
Alliance certified teacher with
twenty years of experience.
She is a Reiki and Ayurveda
Yoga Therapist and adapts
these ancient techniques and sciences into the teachings of yoga asana (poses),
pranayama (breath) and meditation. All of this comes together with creative joy
– bringing you deep healing, health, and balance.
Bring your own yoga mat and wear loose comfortable clothing. Participants
should have the ability to get up and down from the floor frequently. Consult
with your physician before registering for yoga. If you have special concerns or
circumstances that could prohibit or restrict movement, please communicate
those needs to the instructor.
MIXED LEVEL ADULTS (13+) – SESSION I
10-week class. Registration deadline: Fri, Jan. 3 or until full. Minimum 10
participants. Cost: $85/resident; $95/non-resident.
120210-1 Mon, Jan. 6 – March 9
6:30-7:30 pm
VH Commons
MIXED LEVEL ADULTS (13+) – SESSION II
8-week class. Registration deadline: Fri, March 20 or until full. Minimum 10
participants. Cost: $68/resident; $78/non-resident. (No class May 11)
220210-1 Mon, March 23 – May 18
6:30-7:30 pm
VH Commons

The Go Ramsey mobile web app can be accessed through www.goramsey.org,
the same address used for the full desktop site.

AREA RECREATION CONTACT INFORMATION:
ORGANIZATION
Ramsey County Parks & Rec

VADNAIS HEIGHTS SENIORS

Area seniors are invited to join the Vadnais Heights Hi-Lites, an active group
of seniors who get together twice a month, usually on the second and fourth
Wednesdays, for fellowship and social activities. The group meets at Christ the
Servant Lutheran Church, 3676 Centerville Road. For more information or to
receive the Hi-Lites newsletter, call City Hall at 651-204-6000 or Senior Program
Coordinator Josephine Christensen at 651-777-0618.

2ND TUESDAY LUNCH FOR SENIORS

Area Seniors are invited to join us for 2nd Tuesday Lunches this winter at
Christ the Servant Lutheran Church. Lunch from Donatelli’s at noon and Bingo
will follow. Sponsored by Vadnais Heights Lions, Donatelli’s and the City of
Vadnais Heights. Cost: $5 per person. Pre-registration only.
120230-1
120230-2

Jan. 14		
Feb. 11		

Registration Deadline: Fri, Jan. 10
Registration Deadline: Fri. Feb. 7

CLASS (Consortium of Lakes Area Seniors)

supports older
adults by building and sustaining a network of opportunities and services that
lead to vital and accessible communities by leveraging community assets. Visit
CLASS at www.LakeAreaSeniors.org

PHONE #/WEBSITE
651-748-2500
ramseycounty.us/residents/parks-recreation
Tamarack Nature Center
651-407-5350
ramseycounty.us/residents/parks-recreation
Vadnais Sports Center
651-481-1000
ramseycounty.us/residents/parks-recreation
WBL School District Com. Serv. 651-407-7501
isd624.org/communityservices
White Bear Area Senior Prog. 651-653-3121
whitebearseniorprogram.org
White Bear Area YMCA
651-777-8103
ymcamn.org
Mounds View School District 651-621-6000
moundsviewschools.org
Shoreview Community Center 651-490-4700
shoreviewcommunitycenter.com
Lakeshore Players Theatre
651-426-3275
lakeshoreplayers.org
White Bear Center for the Arts 651-407-0597
whitebeararts.org

WHITE BEAR AREA SENIOR PROGRAM

Comprehensive senior resources and services are offered to Vadnais Heights
residents through the White Bear School District White Bear Area Senior Program
at 651-653-3121 or www.whitebearseniorprogram.org. The White Bear Area
Senior Program expands beyond the walls of the Senior Center, working together
with organizational partners to bring quality programs and services out into the
community including the following local Community Connections:

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS

Co-sponsored by Vadnais Heights Parks and Recreation and White Bear Senior
Program
4th Tuesday of the Month from 2-3 pm. Held at Vadnais Heights City Hall except
where noted.
Jan. 28
Feb. 25
March 24
April 28
May 26

Easy Cooking on a Budget
How to Navigate Local Services and Resources
All You Need To Know About The 2020 Census
Decorating for Small Spaces
Stroke Awareness and Prevention

Classes are free, but
registration through
White Bear Area
Senior Program is
appreciated.
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Vadnais Heights News Briefs
2019 VADNAIS HEIGHTS LIONS CLUB FOUNDATION
HOLIDAY TOY/FOOD DRIVE
The City of Vadnais Heights and the Vadnais Heights Lions Club
Foundation sponsor the annual Vadnais Heights Lions Toy/Food
Drive, as well as our community needs programs, which benefit
lower-income residents. The distribution of food and toys will
be on Saturday, December 21st at Vadnais Heights Commons,
655 East County Road F, from 9 am to 11 am. Qualified residents
may register the day of the distribution. If you have questions
regarding the income guidelines please contact Bob Leibel
651-746-4158. Bring proof of residency (a driver’s license, or
copy of utility bill for example) when picking up food.
The Community is invited to drop off donations of non-perishable
food, toys, or age-appropriate items for older children up to the
age of 16 at City Hall from 8 am to 4:30 pm on weekdays through
Tuesday, December 17th. Barrel collections are also taken at
Cities Credit Union, 3625 Talmage Circle, at Peoples Bank,
3585 US-61, and at F&M Bank, 845 E. Co. Rd. E during their
normal business hours.
Monetary donations are always welcome and appreciated. If
donating by check, make it payable to the Vadnais Heights Lions
Club Foundation and mail to V.H. Lions Food/Toy Drive, 800 East
County Road E or drop off at City Hall. If you would like to donate
online, go to the Give MN Day” website (www.givemn.org).
Under Find A Cause enter Vadnais Heights and enter again. The
VH Lions Foundation Club will be an option, click on it and chose
your donation amount or write in your own amount. as the The
Vadnais Heights Lions Club Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
charity. Your donation is tax deductible as allowed by

VADNAIS HEIGHTS COMMONS CELEBRATING 10 YEARS!
Welcome the New Year and join us in celebrating the Vadnais
Heights Commons 10th Anniversary. Friday January 10th 2020
4-8 pm. Enjoy complimentary appetizers and wine hosted
by VHC’s preferred vendors. Mingle and shop with our local
boutiques that will be present. Other activities will include a
photo booth, music and door prizes. This event is a great way
to visit the Commons if you are considering hosting an event in
the future!

•	Please make sure no large objects are within six feet of
the street. This includes structures like ‘snow-forts’. When
constructing ‘snow-forts’ remain cognizant of snow plow
operations in relation to the proximity of such structures.
•	If there is a fire hydrant on or near your property, please
adopt it for the winter and clear an area approximately three
feet around the hydrant and shovel a straight path from the
hydrant to the street.
Help snowplow crews prevent property damage by making sure
no large objects, including ornaments and planters, are within
six feet of the street edge, and fasten your mailbox securely to
its post. Damage done to items within the typical 14-foot rightof-way – sprinkler heads, fences, decorative landscaping, or
other objects – is the property owner’s responsibility. Mailboxes
must be strong enough to withstand snow that is pushed off
the street.
The City has placed stakes to guide crews past irregular
or curved curb lines. If you know of an area that isn’t
marked but has been damaged in the past, please call City Hall
at 651-204-6000.
Vadnais Heights clears snow from streets first, and then from
high-volume sidewalks and trails used to serve businesses
or schools, or where snowplow deposits are significant along
County roads. Next, the City clears other trails and sidewalks.

WATER METER REPLACEMENT UPDATE
The City has successfully upgraded 99% of all residential and
commercial water meters with new meter technology which
allows remote access to water usage data. The meter program
is expected to provide enhanced customer service with leak
detection, water efficiency and conservation, improved billing
functionality and elimination of manual meter reading and
expense. If your meter has not yet been replaced, please call
651-204-6022 to schedule your replacement and avoid any
additional fees.

is above 40 degrees. The stream of water does not need to be
extreme, perhaps the size or thickness of a pencil lead. The
small incremental cost of additional water might be $4-$5 per
month. However, this is small compared to the cost of thawing
out a frozen water service. If you have any questions, please
contact City Hall at 651-204-6000.

JOIN THE 2020 HERITAGE DAYS COMMITTEE
We are looking ahead to 2020 Heritage Days! If you are
interested in being involved with this exciting annual
event, consider serving on the Heritage Days Committee.
2020 meeting information will be available on our
website. Contact Katie Everett, Recreation Supervisor, at
katie.everett@cityvadnaisheights.com or 651-204-6060 for
more information.

REFUSE/RECYCLING CONTAINERS AT THE CURB
Please help our snowplow crews this winter by placing
your garbage and recycling containers back from the street.
Garbage pickup vehicles have an arm that is able to extend
four feet past the curb and the city asks that you not place your
containers any closer than four feet to the street. Thank you for
your assistance!

HOLIDAY SAFETY TIPS
Keep your holiday parties
safe with these U.S. Fire
Administration (USFA) tips:
•	Test your smoke alarms
and tell your guests about
your home fire escape
plan.
•	Keep children and pets away from lit candles.
• Keep matches and lighters up high in a locked cabinet.
•	Stay in the kitchen when cooking at high temperatures like
frying, grilling or broiling.
•	Ask people who smoke to smoke outside. Remind smokers
to keep their smoking materials with them, so young children
do not touch them.
•	
Keep doorways and exit paths clear of furniture and
decorations.

DISPOSABLE WIPES – NOT FLUSHABLE
Whether you are planning a wedding reception or ceremony,
corporate banquet or seminar, fundraiser, graduation open
house, or other gathering of fifteen to more than four hundred
people, you will be impressed with what Vadnais Heights
Commons has to offer. The facility is a beautifully designed
architectural treasure with more than 10,000 square feet of
space, showcasing expansive windows, 28 foot ceilings along
with natural wood features throughout the building.

CURBSIDE HOLIDAY TREE RECYCLING

Visit www.vadnaisheightscommon.com for easy access to view
a gallery of pictures. For more information or to schedule your
event contact City Hall at 651-204-6000. The Vadnais Heights
Commons is proudly owned by the Vadnais Heights Community.

Free curbside recycling of live Christmas trees will be available
the first two weeks of January. Place your tree at the curb on
January 2 or 8 and your hauler will pick it up within 48 hours at
no charge. Remove all decorations and do not place the tree in
a plastic bag. The tree (or sections of the tree) cannot be longer
than seven (7) feet. Trees will be picked up by a separate truck.
There will be a charge for trees placed outside for pickup at
times other than those listed above.

WINTER PARKING
RULES AND GUIDELINES

PREVENT WATER
SERVICE FREEZING

•	
Winter parking rules
are now in effect, from
November 1 - April 1.
•	No parking on any City
streets between 1 am and
6 am.
•	No parking on the street, at any time, after two inches or
more of snow until the street has been completely plowed to
the curb.
•	In order to remove snow completely and efficiently, violators
will be ticketed and towed.
•	
Please keep children away from the street during
snowplowing.

Extreme cold temperatures
can lead to frozen service
water lines. The City wants
to make sure you are aware
of the possibility of frozen
service and offer some
advice to hopefully prevent it.
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Please periodically check the temperature of your water coming
from a faucet in the lowest level of your home. Thermometers
can be found in hardware or variety stores. If the temperature is
below 40 degrees, it is recommended that you let a faucet run
continuously until April 1 or whenever your water temperature

Many cities in the state of Minnesota, and around the country,
are encountering issues with ‘Disposable Wipes’. These items,
which can sometimes be marketed as ‘flushable’, are used for
personal hygiene, housecleaning, and changing of diapers, can
cause major problems when flushed down toilets. Because
they don’t break down in the same manner toilet paper does,
the materials can cause significant clogs in property owner’s
sewer pipes as well as the municipal sewer system. To date,
the City of Vadnais Heights has spent thousands of dollars
mitigating the issues caused by these materials. To avoid these
concerns in the future, they can be placed in the trash.

RAMSEY COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
Did you know that RCSO produces a monthly e-newsletter for
Block Captains that hosts a variety of information? For example,
the November 2019 issue included topics like winter driving
safety, package theft protection, and phishing alerts. Further,
the e-newsletter shares information on upcoming events
like Coffee with a Cop, Block Captain meetings and Citizen
Academy offerings for the upcoming year.
For more information on the Block Captain program including
how to get involved, please visit https://www.ramseycounty.us/
your-government/leadership/sheriffs-office or find them online
on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.
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White Bear Lake
Area Schools Bond
Referendum Passes
Press release provided by WBS
Voters in the White Bear Lake Area School District approved a $326 million
building bond request to address building needs across the district by a margin
of 57.4% yes to 42.6% no (unofficial results: 8,536 yes votes, 6,336 no votes).
The voter-approved bonds will fund a Comprehensive Facilities Plan that
was based on a nearly year-long facilities planning process that included: a
90-member Facilities Planning Committee composed of parents, staff and
community members; several School Board discussions; community surveys;
and demographic and facilities studies. Construction projects which address
building needs across the district will include:
•	
district-wide additions and renovations to accommodate projected
enrollment growth,
•	safety and security improvements and deferred maintenance projects at all
district facilities,
•	district-wide classroom and building updates to create flexible learning
spaces.
In addition, building-specific changes, which are primarily driven by enrollment
growth and classroom needs, will include:
• a new K-5 elementary school being built in Hugo,
•	converting Oneka from grades 2-5 to a K-5 elementary and Hugo Elementary
from grades K-1 to a northern Early Childhood location,
•	the current grades 9-10 North Campus receiving an addition to become the
district’s new unified grade 9-12 high school,
•	Sunrise Park Middle School moving to the current grades 11-12 South
Campus location,
• 	the current Sunrise Park Middle School site becoming the site for various
community programs including the Senior Center and Early Childhood
programs currently housed at Normandy Park, the Transition Education
Center currently located in leased space in Hugo, and the district office,
• 	Central Middle School expanding to take over the current District Center
building.
“This courageous step forward by our community will serve the school district
and all residents well for decades to come,” said White Bear Lake Area Schools
Superintendent Wayne Kazmierczak. “We are grateful to the Comprehensive
Facilities Planning team that worked incredibly hard on these recommendations
– and to the voters for approving them.”
The facilities plan was developed to address two primary areas:
•	Enrollment growth: Due to housing growth and turnover throughout the
district, the district projects more than 2,000 new resident students will
enroll during the next ten years, which is 25% higher than current capacity.
•	
Educational program and building maintenance needs that should be
addressed in the next ten years in order to maintain the community’s
investment in its schools.
The district will now begin developing plans and timelines for the construction
projects. Because the construction will touch every building and program in
some way, projects will be phased in to cause as little disruption to students
as possible.

Ramsey County –
Environmental Health
Have you heard? Vadnais Heights – City Hall now hosts an Organics/Food Scraps collection site! This effort will
help reduce the waste stream as organics/food scraps make up a significant portion of the refuse stream! Stop by
City Hall for a free starter kit, and find more information on what is/is not accepted on the City’s website.

Organics Recycling ONLY
Accepted:

NOT Accepted:

Food scraps

Meat and bones

Dairy

Coffee grounds
and filters

Tissues and
paper towels

Delivery
pizza boxes

Dog, cat or
animal waste
of any kind

Trash

Plastic, metal or
glass of any kind

Paper egg
cartons

Paper cups and
plates (unlined/
uncoated)

Animal and
pet food

Grass, leaves
or yard waste
of any kind

Wood, liquids, diapers
or other trash that
cannot be composted

Free starter kit

Plastic bags
Only compostable bags accepted

For a detailed list: RamseyRecycles.com

Did you know that Ramsey County promotes a variety of free programs and
services available to residents to help reduce what goes in the trash? Some
popular programs include:
• BizRecycling – A program to help businesses, non-profits, and institutions
to recycle and potentially create cost-savings.
• Green Events – Resources for residents to help incorporate waste reduction strategies, which can be especially
helpful for parties around the holidays!
•Fix-it Clinics – A series of events held throughout the year that helps residents find ways to repair and prolong
use of household goods.
• Household Hazardous Waste Collection – A collection program offered at various sites throughout the County for
residents to safely dispose of hazardous items.
Learn more by signing up for the monthly Green Ramsey e-newsletter. Go to RamseyRecycles.com and click on
the e-newsletter sign up at the bottom of the page.

“Thank you White Bear Lake Area Schools residents for this vote of confidence
and investment in our youth and our community!” said Superintendent
Kazmierczak.
School funding is a partnership between the state and federal governments
and local taxpayers. When schools need additional funding for major building
projects or to support operating expenses, they must turn to voters for their
approval - with bond requests for building projects and levy requests for
learning expenses. More background on this referendum is available at
www.isd624.org/Bond2019.

THE CITY OF VADNAIS HEIGHTS WINTER 2019 NEWSLETTER

Page 7

Message from the Mayor
Greetings, as I wrap up my first year as Mayor for our City of Vadnais Heights, I reflect fondly on our how our residents and
businesses continue to remind me of how great a community we all live in. We have gone through tremendous transition in my
short time on Council and as Mayor. We have two new Council Members (Patricia Youker and Bob Morse) and me as a Mayor,
all whom care and want to make our community better. We have two new department heads that recently wrapped up their first
years with the City. Assistant City Administrator Tim Sandvik and Public Works Director Jesse Farrell have jumped right in and
have shown the values of this great community. Recreation Supervisor – Katie Everett started this spring and has continued the
tradition of excellent City events and recreational programming. Finally, Renee Prola – Accounting Technician II joined the team
this year working in the Finance Department where she performs a variety of functions including customer service for residents
and businesses with utility billing issues.
Following a ‘Goal Setting Session’ with the full City Council and department heads this past spring, I have focused my efforts
as Mayor on reinvestment in our infrastructure and doing a deep dive into the budget and analyzing the numbers. Needless to
say, I’m confident the City continues to be a tremendous steward of your tax dollars and puts those back into our community.
This is the first year we received the resources from our new Franchise Fee tied to everyone’s power/gas bill. These dollars go
directly into our street replacement program. It is our hope that in the coming year we can continue to make bigger and bigger
investments in our street program. Record rainfall has surprised us all this year and the City has made significant investments
in its storm water management program. We continue to analyze the impacts of this rainfall and plan to make more strides in
the management of our system to protect our properties to the best of our abilities.

HEIDI GUNDERSON

Finally, one of my goals is to improve our communication efforts with our residents and business owners. We recently purchased
a new survey program called Polco. This allows us to take quick polls of our community on topics of the moment, as well as
baseline questions that can establish trends from year to year. If you haven’t signed up yet, please do. It only helps us to better
serve you, our community members. In the coming year, we did budget a small amount to enhance the programs we already
have in place, as well as develop new social media content to better engage our stakeholders.
In conclusion, thank you to the businesses for your investment in our community and thank you to our residents for choosing
Vadnais Heights as where you want to live and raise your families. Thank you for letting me serve as your Mayor and I look
forward to what 2020 has to offer.

CITY DIRECTORY

MAYOR

ASSISTANT CITY ADMINISTRATOR

Heidi Gunderson • (C) 651-308-5828

Tim Sandvik • (W) 651-204-6013

heidi.gunderson@cityvadnaisheights.com

Tim.sandvik@cityvadnaisheights.com

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR

Craig Johnson • (H) 651-653-8511

Jesse Farrell • 651-204-6050

craig.johnson@cityvadnaisheights.com

Jesse.Farrell@cityvadnaisheights.com

Greg Urban • (C) 651-248-9830

FINANCE DIRECTOR

greg.urban@cityvadnaisheights.com
Patricia Youker • (C) 612.-790-7577

The City of Vadnais Heights
800 East County Road E
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

Patricia.Youker@cityvadnaisheights.com
Bob Morse • (C) 651-208-8417
Bob.Morse@cityvadnaisheights.com

CITY ADMINISTRATOR
Kevin Watson • (W) 651-204-6010
kevin.watson@cityvadnaisheights.com

Bob Sundberg • (W) 651-204-6020
bob.sundberg@cityvadnaisheights.com

PLANNING/COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
Nolan Wall • (W) 651-204-6027
nolan.wall@cityvadnaisheights.com

POLICE/FIRE
Fire Chief, Ed Leier • (W) 651-204-6032
edward.leier@cityvadnaisheights.com
Emergency • 911
Non-Emergency • 651-767-0640
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